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December 2012

A great month!    Such a busy time!    Make sure you take the time to enjoy every minute of it.
What Has Been Happening Around Here?

Rolf MacKeen, a former long time member of our club, passed away on November 26th.    Our condolences to his family.  

A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood.   Trying to make the matter clearer, she said, "Now, class, if I stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into it and I would turn red in the face." 



"Yes," the class said. 

"Then why is it that while I am standing upright the blood doesn't run into my feet?" 

A little fellow shouted, 


"Cause your feet ain't empty." 

Message from our President, Pierre Dufour
Our Centennial Gala was a resounding success and was attended by several distinguished guests and former members from distant places.   Also, we were very fortunate to have 18 Past Presidents with us as well as representatives from all the major curling associations.

A special thank you and acknowledgment to Cathy Hughes and her Centennial Committee

We now have a new travelling Comedy Team consisting of Jim Matchett, 
Kitty Aldham, Neil Shee and Ed Jones.    Cathy Hughes will have more to say about the 
Centennial Gala in her report in this ROAR.

The Day Curlers Centennial Bonspiel was an event to be remembered with teams from

Quebec, Ontario and the U.S.    With a Highland Piper, there was great cheer and perfect conditions.   The day was outstanding for all. 

A special thank you to this bonspiel’s co-ordinator Ray Dubrule and his committee and to James Botsford, the chair of the day curling organizing committee.  

It is with regret that I inform you that Bob Carson has resigned from his position 

as a member of the Board and as Ice Chairman.

We are all indebted to Bob for his tireless effort and wise council over the years he has served in these positions.    We can truly say that our ice takes second place to no other club in the Montreal area.  

During his second term as Ice Chairman, the compressors have been replaced, and equipment to de-ionize the water used to make and pebble the ice was installed.  This summer Bob and his son Rex, with assistance from a number of club members (Senators and others), removed the old boards along the side of the ice that had rotted and built new boards which will last for years.

The shed is now in quite good condition.
I am sure I speak for all our members when I express our thanks to Bob.   

Greg Kehoe, who has an extensive background in refrigeration and air conditioning, has generously agreed to accept the position as Ice Chairman.   His nomination as a Board member will take place at our next meeting on December 10th.

There are still 5 more Centennial events planned from December through 

April/May 2013.    The first of these is the Bowser and Blue bash on December 1st.  

We will keep you informed of the others as we approach their dates.  

The Board greatly encourages you to support as many of these events as you can.  

I signed up for an exercise class and was told to wear loose-fitting clothing.   If I HAD any loose-fitting clothing, I wouldn't have signed up in the first place!
100 Year Anniversary
Here is a report from Centennial Committee Chair Cathy Hughes:

I am very happy to report that the first of the numerous Centennial Year events was a great success.

The Gala Banquet or “The White Glove Affair” was held on the evening of 

Saturday, November 3rd with 103 guests in attendance.

The guests were treated to the melodies of the Jazz Quartet “No More Blues” as they entered onto the lounge floor to greet old friends and make new ones.   Hor d’oeuvre treats were served during the cocktail hour by the Bouquet Garni staff who, in keeping with the title of the event, wore white gloves.

The Banquet Committee aimed for the “WOW” effect as the guests arrived on the

3rd floor for the banquet.  The room had been transformed into the most elegant room this club has ever seen!  White jersey-knit covers with gold sashes changed the look of the club chairs; the tables were set with newly purchased banquet china and wine glasses, table runners and the flowers and candles had a golden hue.

The room’s lighting was limited to the table candles, the wall mounted lamps over the club’s art work, table lamps and two dimmed overhead lights.  The room looked spectacular!

Following the presentation of the Head Table, the singing of the National Anthem, the traditional toast to the Queen and the Centennial Prayer, the patrons were treated to an evening of fun and laughter.

Jim Matchett, Kitty Aldham, Neil Shee and Ed Jones entertained us with a story penned by Jim.  This story called simply 1912 told of the happenings in Montreal West, Quebec, Canada and the Montreal West Curling Club since it opened in November 1912.  It was a great success and each has applied for the official acting card for future “gigs”.  This story was a tribute to the Past Presidents of the Montreal West Curling Club – 18 of whom were present.

The caterer, Peter Webster of Bouquet Garni, presented us with a wonderful meal – and the wine flowed freely.

The club received congratulatory plaques and remarks from the Canadian Curling Association, The Montreal Regional Curling Association, Curling Quebec, as well as the re-presentation of a plaque from one of the curling clubs who had participated in the Dominion Provincials the previous weekend.

The guest speaker, Robert Sears, spoke of the importance of stewardship and volunteerism and paid special tribute to Nacy Gallant who has led Montreal West’s Kurling for Kids Day for the past 7 years.

At some times the noise in the room was deafening and the smiles on all of the guests told the story that this had been a successful evening.  Joe Wroblewski and
Bob LeMesurier were the evening’s papparratzi and the pictures can be seen on the Montreal West Curling Club website.

I want to thank Glenn Schroder who was the MC for the evening and Rob, Nacy, Bob and Rosemary who welcomed the guests at the Gala Evening.   A special thank you to Judy Carson, Heather Boyle, Heather Broden, Anne Mitchell and Nellie Tsonos who helped with the preparations of the banquet hall.
Note from your editor:

What a fabulous job our Chair Cathy Hughes and her committee did on this night.

Unfortunately, Cathy had to go home in a pumpkin instead of a carriage.

It seems, after the dinner while relaxing near the bar, Cathy slipped off her size 6 fine Italian leather shoes and placed them under the pool table.   That was the last she has seen of them.

I am sure a prince is now trying the shoes on various “Cinderellas” to find a fit.    Cathy hopes he gets to her soon as she misses her shoes.   She knows they will be a perfect fit and she and the prince will live happily ever after.  

The teacher of the earth science class was lecturing on map reading.   After explaining about latitude, longitude, degrees and minutes the teacher asked, "Suppose I asked you to meet me for lunch at 23 degrees, 4 minutes north latitude and 45 degrees, 15 minutes east longitude...?"

After a confused silence, a voice volunteered, "I guess you'd be eating alone."

Club Jackets

As most of you know, the new Montreal West Curling Club jackets have arrived.

The price is $100 – this price includes provincial and federal taxes.  It also includes the cost of embroidering of names.

Sizing: the sizes range are as follows:

Men: S to 2XL 

Ladies: S to XL

Jackets are available for viewing in the office now.  

Please contact Pierre Dufour to confirm your previously committed order or to place an order for a new jacket.
Calcutta

The dates have changed for this popular event in order to accommodate a number of people who could not make the original dates because of prior commitments.  

Here are the new dates:   
Auction
February    6





Playing dates
     “
    11-15

Ed Jones has promised a very entertaining week.   As it is our 100th anniversary, there will be a few new wrinkles this year so make a promise to yourself to be part of the competition.   You will not be disappointed….unless, of course, you find yourself on the same team as me.  

You should start thinking about your syndicates now.  
Turkey Shoot

Ed Jones and Bill Bedford will be running this popular competition again this year.    

The date is Monday, December 17th.    We need 64 curlers.

The poster is up so please put your name on the dotted line.   Do not pay any attention to the turkeys with guns hovering near the posters.   They are trying to discourage you from signing up.   Their guns are not loaded.

Ed and Bill realize there is other curling during this Turkey Shoot week but they encourage you to make an effort to come out.   The turkeys are not anxious for you to be there but listen to Ed not the turkeys.  
When Derek learned he was going to inherit a fortune when his sickly father died, he decided he needed a woman to enjoy it with.    He decided to go to a singles bar where he spotted the most beautiful woman he had ever seen.   Her natural beauty took his breath away.

 "I may look like just an ordinary man," he said as he walked up to her, "but in just a week or two, my father will die, and I'll inherit 20 million dollars."

 Impressed, the woman went home with him that evening and, three days later, she became his stepmother.   

 Are women so much smarter than men?
	
	
	
	


Messages from Match Chairman Kevin Alladin
Here are the results of the first section of the Past Presidents (Tuesday) competition:

Congratulations to Team Hall for finishing first the A Section and to Team Wise for winning the B Section:



Team Hall



Team Wise



Rob Philion



Brian Williams


Jason Olsthoorn


Marc-Andre Lussier


Nick Backman   


Steve Holdaway


Adam Freilich



Zack Wise



Alex Hall

Team Wiser along with Teams Ship and Cohen will move up to the A Section.  Teams Carson, Dubeau and Ryan will drop to the B Section where they belong.

	
	
	
	
	


Here are the standings of the Grafton-Hunt Brier (Thursday) competition as November comes to a close:



Team


Points


Sandra Arseneault

22


Zack Wise


20


Scott Grafton


20


Kerry Laughlin

18


Debbie Ship


17


Gerry Nolan


16


Mark Watson


13


Bob Carson


13

Art Quenneville

12

Maxime Betournay

11

Marc Philion


10

Dave Ryan


10

Dave Dubeau


 9

One of the keys to happiness is a bad memory.   
Grand Match and Grande Dame

This competition was held in late November.    The results were as follows:

Grand Match

1st place 
Bel-Aire





2nd place
Baie d’Urfe




          13th place
Montreal West

Grande Dame
1st place
Mont Bruno





2nd place
Montreal West


Amazing!  You hang something in your closet for a while and it shrinks two

 sizes!
Day Ladies

Here is a report from Cathy Wardlaw:
Our opening curling competitions wound up at the end of November.   The results will be included in the next ROAR. 

Bonnie Allan has scheduled several mini 2 day competitions and the Christmas Fun Day before the Christmas break.   We urge everyone to sign up both for the competitions and for our Christmas Luncheon on December 11th.  

The Day Ladies wish to congratulate Heather Broden, Rosemary Cochrane and
Cathy Hughes for their part in the great success of the 100th Anniversary Gala Dinner.  Well done Ladies!   We are proud of you.

A big thank you to P. K. MacWilliam and her helpers for the Bridge Social on

 November 18th.  

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and the best ever curling year as we enter into our 101st year.  

Cornwall Bonspiel

4 or 5 ladies’ teams are planning another visit to the Cornwall Bonspiel in the new year.  In anticipation of this and remembering their last visit, the chief of police in Cornwall has asked me to send them the following notice:

Dear Montreal West Lady Curlers :

Your last visit was certainly memorable.   We have just about recovered.  

We will be ready for you this time.

Extra patrols have been planned on the highways and we have enacted a new law that prohibits the sale of liquor to women curlers.  

Come along and enjoy yourselves, if you can.   

Yours truly,

I.M. Ready

Cornwall Chief of Police

A Catholic guy goes into the confessional box.  He notices on one side a fully equipped bar with Guinness on tap.  On the other wall is a dazzling array of the finest Cuban cigars.  Then, the priest comes in. 
          
 "Father, forgive me, for it's been a very long time since I've been to confession, but I must admit that the confessional box is much more inviting these days." 

 The priest replies "Get out. You're on my side."

Mixed Day Curling  

Centennial Bonspiel
This is a report from Ray Dubrule who coordinated this event:

The Montreal West Mixed Day League hosted the 1st Centennial Open Bonspiel for the Super Seniors. (55+ men and 50+ women)

There were 3 draws with 24 outside teams from Quebec, Ontario and N.Y. State; one of the Lacolle teams being comprised of 4 Americans.

I would like to thank the slew of volunteers who supported me.   The event would not have succeeded without them. ….from the set-up crew to the ice maintenance….

All went off like clockwork without a hitch.

The visiting teams were wowed by the official opening of the Bonspiel which included the teams being piped onto the ice by the invited Piper as well as the accompanying salute to the Piper.  (A special thanks to Gary Barker for his coordination of all the details.)

An elaborate 5 course roast beef buffet was served which left the teams in awe. (Thank you to Toni the caterer)

Rave reviews were received from all.   Impressed was not the word. 

We wanted all participating teams to remember our Centennial Bonspiel as a once in a life-time event and how well they were received at Montreal West.

We showed them how it was done. …..with class.

Results:

1st Draw 


1st prize
Pointe Claire (Équipe Real Parent)

2nd prize
Hawkesbury (Équipe Claude Hoffmann)

3rd prize
Lachine (Pierre Poulin)
2nd Draw


1st prize
Brownsburg (Pierre Laurin)

2nd prize
Cornwall (Gerald McKenna)

3rd prize
Otterburn Park (George Léveillé)

3rd Draw


1st prize
Baie d’Urfé  (Pierre Lesage)

2nd prize (tie)
Valleyfield (Équipe Jeannot Tremblay)

2nd prize (tie)
Lachine (Saul Goren)

A special thanks to Joe Balogh, Jacques Lacroix and Mike Homonko for their incalculable contributions.

Editors note:

Emile Packwood took many photos during the bonspiel.   Here is a memo from him to Jacques Lacroix regarding the access to these photos:

“Would you please send this on to your members.  It's a link to the Centennial Dinner. Once at the site click the slideshow button which is located on the upper left side of page.”

https://picasaweb.google.com/102593580262597833701/MontrealWestCurlingClubCentennial02?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCKmAj76ZyOCwBA&feat=directlink
Interclub 
Let’s see how we did in November.   Here’s a report from Chip Mowat:

At St Lambert, we had 1 win.  The winning team was: 

Ron Pilkington   Pierre Dufour   Bob LeMesurier    Gary Barker

  Against Glenmore at our club, we had 2 wins.   The winning teams were:   


            Claude Labrecque   Peter Graham   Rick Hughes       James Botsford

Joe Balogh
       Ron Pilkington  Doug Allen
 Jean-Marie Martin


   At Longue Pointe we had 4 losses.

   Against TMR at our club, we had 3 wins.   The winning teams were:


Claude Labrecque   Ron Pilkington   Gerry Sabourin   Jean-Marie Martin


Ed Jones
         Bob Carson
Ed Crosbie
    Dave Dubeau



Cyril Bernard
         Doug Allan
Rick Hughes
    James Botsford

   Against Lachine at our club, we had 1 win and 1 tie.   The winning team was:

     Chester Sawczyszyn       Doug Allan
Ed Crosbie
    Dave Dubeau

     The team that tied was:  

       Claude Labrecque        Joe Balogh
Gerry Sabourin   Jean-Marie Martin


In  summary, not too bad but plans are already underway to have Longue Pointe banned from future interclub games.

Question: If you're a Canadian when you go into the bathroom, and you're a Canadian 

               when you come out of the bathroom, what are you while you are IN the 

              bathroom?

Answer:  European.

Break Up this Team!

Ed Jones


Jack Ford


Ed Crosbie


Bob Carson
As unbelievable as it may seem, this team of misfits has been very successful lately on the outside bonspiel circuit.   They won the Senior’s Bonspiel at Pointe Claire and the Ultra Senior’s Bonspiel at Huntingdon in the last couple of weeks:

It begs the question.   Were they the only team at these bonspiels?
What is a "free" gift? Aren't all gifts free?
Junior Curling

Here is a report from Trish Dempsey:

The Junior program is off to a great start this season with approximately thirty registered, one-third of whom fall under the Little Rocks division.    Fourteen Juniors played in the first Myke Wilder In-House League games this month, and we are hoping for an even higher participation rate in December. 

A team of competitive girls (Dominique Jean, Melissa Dunn, Megan Gentile and Samantha Gentile) played in Longue Point early in November, and has more recently placed third in a junior bonspiel in Sorel-Tracy. 

Keep an eye out for our next generation of club curlers, as there will be several teams playing in bonspiels across the city.   Some popular upcoming spiels include the
Tim Caverly (between Christmas and New Year’s), Jeux du Québec playdowns for the

Lac-St-Louis region (January 2013) and interclub games over the course of the curling season against clubs with similar junior programs (such as Pointe Claire, TMR, 

Baie D’Urfé, Laval, Glenmore and St. Lambert).  

Congratulations to each of the three teams, including one in the Little Rocks division, that won our first set of interclub games at Glenmore!

If you know of any young prospects, please extend our invitation for them to come and give it a try (Saturdays 11h30-12h30), and our experienced coaches will ensure their first experience on the ice is a great one!

Feel free to contact any of the Junior Board members for more information:

Chair: Michel Jean (514-694-8494 or micheljean59@sympatico.ca) 
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca) 
Big Rocks: Trish Dempsey (514-489-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com) 
Treasurer:  Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca) 
Secretary/Membership: Gloria Toteda (450-462-2213 or glowcan@netzero.com)
A bank opened a branch near a cemetery.  In the window the president put up a sign that read, “You can’t take it with you when you go but here’s a chance to be near it.”
Wilkinson

Here is a report from Zack Wise on recent events:

On November 9-11 our club hosted a very successful ARCM MIXED bonspiel.    This bonspiel determines the champion mixed team in our area.   As Team Grafton won this bonspiel last year, Montreal West was host this year.   As Wilkinson champions this past year, Team Walpole represented our club in this year’s bonspiel.

Team Walpole played well.   I would like to thank Heather Boyle and Shirley Elliot for sparing for the team.    Here are the team members:


Shirley Elliot/Heather Boyle


Brian Williams 


Janet Walpole


Zackary Wise

Thank you to those who came to support us.   The team was 3-0 in the round robin.  We   had a very tight game in the semi finals against Baie D'urfe but sadly lost the game.    However, everyone had fun which was the main thing. 

I wish good luck to the team from our club that will represent us in next year's event at Lachine Curling Club. 

I would like to thank Steve Holdaway for helping me with the ice lately.   It is greatly appreciated.   Also, a big thank you to Jim Doyle, for the food.   What would we do without food after the first draw? 

It is a little early in the season to determine the favourites in our competition this year but, so far, Team Walpole is leading with an undefeated record.  

Even though there are only 11 teams, I still see what I have seen in the past and that is people smiling and having fun on and off the ice.  That is always the best thing to see in the league.    I hope more members join this amazing league next year. 
Don’t worry about the world ending today...It's already tomorrow in Australia. 

Carpet Bowling
Here’s a report from P.K. MacWilliam :

We have 13 to 14 members this year that play every Tuesday and Thursday.     Anyone wishing to join us will be more than welcome.

Our Christmas luncheon will be held on December 13th this year.

The Carpet Bowlers wish all members of the club a very happy holiday season.  
SPA Curling

Here is a report from Alan Bousquet:
Still too early to lay bets on team to win since we have played a total of 7 games thus far.
	SPA Curling

	Position by points
	Team
	
	Games won
	Games tied
	Games loss
	Games forfeit
	Total Points

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Bruce Blanchard
	6
	0
	1
	0
	19

	2
	James Botsford
	5
	1
	1
	0
	18

	3
	Dianne Huculak
	4
	1
	2
	0
	16

	4
	Rick Hughes
	2
	2
	3
	0
	13

	4
	Alan Bousquet
	3
	0
	4
	0
	13

	4
	Larry Quong
	3
	0
	4
	0
	13

	7
	Maxime Betournay
	1
	1
	5
	0
	10

	7
	Joseph Wroblewski
	1
	1
	5
	0
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N.B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Games up to and including
	25-Nov-12
	
	
	

	Position by points does not take into consideration head to head games

	won within the same position 
	
	
	
	


Canfir Curling

[image: image5.jpg]



Congratulations to Rob Williams for winning the Canfir logo contest.  The logo, as shown above, will be proudly displayed on all Canfir media.
Canfir has also launched a Facebook page! [image: image4.png]


 We encourage all curlers to "Like" the page to stay up-to-date on the latest Canfir news and events.  The page features lots of pictures, a story on how the league was founded, upcoming events and season highlights.  

Follow the link below to visit our page and don't forget to click "LIKE"! 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canfir-Curling/135250056261
Standings as of November 25th:
	Team Name
	Wins
	Losses
	Ties
	[image: image6.png]


Points

	Rob Williams
	5
	1
	0
	16

	Pierre Cadorette
	4
	1
	1
	15

	Dan Boyd
	3
	3
	0
	12

	Bob LeMesurier
	2
	4
	0
	10

	Luc Arseneau
	1
	3
	2
	10

	Paulo Fernandes
	1
	4
	1
	9


Canfir’s last game of the year is on Sunday, December 16th.  Our next game will be on January 6th.

Happy holidays and best wishes for 2013!

A  mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a Harley, when he spotted a world-famous heart surgeon in his shop.  The heart surgeon was waiting for the service manager to take a look at his bike.  The mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc can I ask you a question?" 

The famous surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the mechanic working on the motorcycle. The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at this engine.  I also can open hearts, take valves out, fix'em, put in new parts and when I finish this will work just like a new one.   So how come I get a pittance and you get the really big money, when you and I are doing basically the same work?" 

The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over, and whispered to the mechanic..... "Try doing it with the engine running!" 


What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?


        December   1
-
Bowser and Blue





11
-
Day Ladies’ Christmas Luncheon





13
-
Carpet Bowlers Luncheon





17
-
Turkey Shoot 





20
-
Christmas Luncheon Mixed League



        February 
   6
-
Calcutta Auction





11-15
-
Calcutta


A husband purchases a $500 very sheer negligee for his wife.

He presents it to her and asks her to go upstairs, put it on, and model it for him.

Upstairs the wife thinks (she's no dummy), 'I have an idea.   It's so sheer that it might as well be nothing.    I won't put it on, but I'll do the modeling naked, return it tomorrow, and keep the $500 refund for myself.'

She appears naked on the balcony and strikes a pose.   The husband says, 'Good Grief! You'd think for $500, they'd at least iron it!'

He never heard the shot.   Funeral on Thursday at noon.    Closed coffin.
_119781376.unknown

