
  




[image: image1.emf]
Thank goodness January is over.   Record snowfalls and bone chilling cold.   February could be as bad but there are 3 days less in the month.  

What Has Been Happening Around Here?

Message from our President, Pierre Dufour

Recently we hosted our Scottish friends in competing for the Stathcona Cup, an event that happens only every ten years on Canadian soil.
The Club turnout was outstanding and our team Hall and team Grafton, who competed against the Scottish team Graham and team Lorrain Smith, put on a display that all participating players can be proud to remember

I am sure that Lord Strathcona would have been pleased had he been able to be there that day to witness the further strengthening of the bond of friendship that can only be enjoyed through the fellowship of curling

Fellowship, good sportsmanship and the history of the Strathcona Cup, which dates back to 1902, cannot be measured in points, but in the pride and satisfaction of having participated in a great event that unites our countries on both sides of the Atlantic.
However, having won the cup in 2008 in Scotland, would we go to any lengths to retain the cup for another 5 years?    

I must deny the rumour going around that we made an overt attempt to ‘overly banquet’ our visiting friends, the Scots, in an attempt to gain an unfair advantage.    I think it was good strategy on our part and I am very comfortable with that strategy.

As your MWCC representative, it was my honour to host the visiting Scots representing the Royal Caledonian Curling Club in this international curling event.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who came out to cheer our players and to support the efforts made by Cathy Hughes and her Centennial Committee, and Kevin Alladin who managed the scheduling and logistics, and all of those involved in the preparation of ice and building.
A dog is truly a man's best friend.  If you don't believe it, just try this experiment:  

Put your dog and your wife in the trunk of the car for an hour. 
 
When you open the trunk,,,,, who is really happy to see you!

Calcutta

We’re ready to go.    The skips have been selected and they have, in turn, selected their teams.   The auction to buy these outstanding teams is Wednesday, February 6th at 7:00.     Try to be there.   It is lots of fun and there will be door prizes.

The competition will begin the following Monday, February 11. 

A police recruit was asked during the exam, "What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?" 
He answered, "Call for backup."

	
	
	
	


Messages from Match Chairman Kevin Alladin

Well there has been a lot going on in the last little while!

Doubles

In November, we held our first Doubles tournament, using the CCA Mixed Doubles rules.   As this year Canada will be having its first ever National Mixed Doubles championship, we thought it might be fun to expose everybody to this fast-paced curling format.   For those who have never seen mixed doubles played, the game is played with two stationary stones in play to start each end, and each end has 5 thrown rocks per team. Once you play one time, you’re hooked!

We had 8 teams participate in this event. After two days of competition, Zack Wise and Steve Holdaway were the big winners.    Congrats to Zack and Steve and to everybody who participated.

Vice Presidents
On January 4, we held our one-day Vice-President’s Funspiel.    We had 8 teams of 2 playing 4 six end games over two days with points being earned for wins, losses, ties, ends and point differential.    After two games, the team of Jeff Cohen, Bob Lemesurier,
Craig Brander and Francine Jones were the big winners. Congratulations Jeff and team, and thanks to everybody for coming out.

Strathcona Cup (Scottish Tour Stop)
On Sunday, January 13, Montreal West played host to two games of the Strathcona Cup tour.   Every 5 years, teams from Canada and Scotland play off in a total points event, pitting the tourists against club teams in the host country. 

Montreal West was selected as a host club in the Central tour, only one of 6 clubs in Montreal selected.   What makes this tour unique is the guests (our tourists) play against club teams.     So it’s truly a club event. 

Those that participated and attended were treated to an afternoon like no other.    The spirit between the teams was exceptional.    Our Scottish guests were taken aback by our dedication to camaraderie and curling and for being gracious hosts.    We have, once again, showed the world that Montreal West Curling Club is unmatched for its hospitality and openness. 

I would like to thank the following people for making this possible:

· Cathy Hughes and Heather Boyle who were in charge of the presents for our guests and for helping with the hosting.

· Cathy Hughes for saying a few words on behalf of the Centennial

· Pierre Dufour for providing words of welcome on behalf of the board

· Heather Boyle and Rob Williams for the pre-game toast 

· Anne Mitchell and Kari Parm for the pre-game drinks

· Greg Kehoe and his crew for providing us a great ice surface

· The members of the board of directors for being there for the event

· Jack Ford for filming the event

· All of the spectators for coming out.

Now onto the results. 

· Scott Grafton (skip), Dave Coombs (third), Don Sproule (second) and Rob Philion (lead) defeated our Scottish Guests: Rae Graham (skip) David Haggard (third), Jim Stewart (second), Graeme Maguire (lead).
· Alex Hall (skip), Adam Freilich (third), Nick Backman (second) and Jason Olsthoorn (lead) defeated our Scottish Guests: Hamish Lorrain-Smith (skip), Stewart Robertson (third), Peter Malcolm (second), James Dixon (lead). 
Thank you all for attending, participating and supporting this event.
The Ladder
The Thursday Brier games are into the playoffs.   The finals were held on the 31st of January.   The results will be reported in the March ROAR.    Competing in the finals were the following teams:  

Section  A: 
Team Wise versus team Grafton


   B:
Team Laughlin versus team Ship


   C:
Team Ryan versus team Nolan


   D:
Team Philion versus team Quenneville  

The Tuesday Past President’s Second Third
The winners of the A and B sections were:


A:
Team Grafton


B:   
Team Arseneault


Kerry Laughlin


Joann Berg



Anna Grafton



Francine Pilon



Donald Sproule


Shirley Elliot



Dave Coombs



Gloria Toteda



Scott Grafton



Sandra Arseneault






Team Arseneault and team Ryan are promoted to the A section while teams Watson and Ship wave to them as they head down to the B section.




Singles Competition
On Tuesday, January 25, 18 participants from all leagues participated in the Montreal

West Singles (or Hot Shots Competition).   Each player's throwing ability was tested. Players took turns throwing, brushing and calling line.   It was a great couple of hours of laughing, joking, and curling -  really what our game is all about!

I would like to thank Jim Ritchie (my father in law) for coming out as the guest official. It would not have been possible without you.

When the dust settled, Alex Hall was the big winner with a total score over 4 rounds of 64 points.  Adam Freilich and Marc Philion were the two runners up.

I hope that we get tons more people for the next Hot Shots!

Centennial Shamrock and Centennial Open Bonspiel.

There seems to be a bit of confusion between these two events.

The Centennail Shamrock is our internal week-long event.    Members from all leagues as well as the Sunday Leagues are permitted to enter.   The Shamrock will take place
March 11-16. 

The Centennial Open is a bonspiel which we have created to invite outside teams to come and play.  The event will take place between March 1 and 3.  Montreal West teams are more than encouraged to enter!

Sign up sheets are available in the club. For information or to register, please email or call Kevin (alladin.kevin@gmail.com or 514-515-7780).
Customer:   I’d like some nails please.

Salesman:   How long do you want them?

Customer:  Well…er… I’d  like to keep them. 


Entertainment
Here’s a report from Erin Ryan:

Sunday, February 3 will be our Super Bowl Party!!!!  Come out for some good food and company and what will hopefully be an exciting game!    Tickets are $10.   See Kari or me, Erin Ryan,  for tickets. 

Mark Friday, February 22 on your calendars.   It will be our first ever BINGO night!!!!!   Get your stampers out for what promises to be an exciting night!!    More information to come soon!
My idea of a super bowl is a toilet that cleans itself. 

Day Ladies
Here is a report from Cathy Wardlaw:
Our season’s first competitions were completed with the following results: 

Crystals:   

Winners



Runners-up

L. Hogue



S. Smith/C. McKeown


K. Fagen



F. Jones


R. Cochrane



S. Hussey


S. Jones



C. Wardlaw

Past Presidents


Winners



Runners-up


L. Hogue



H. Viires


M. Johnson



K. Fagen


M. Ford



N. Tsonos


C. Wardlaw



P. Percy

The current competitions, Presidents and Royal Montreal, will continue until March 19th and February 28th respectively. 





LCA Activities:

Birks Trophy:   Our two teams skipped by Paula Percy and Angela Geoffredo, came 

                            up short in their challenge to the Lachine Curling Club. 

Ted Thompson Challenge:  This game was played at Royal Montreal and was skipped 

                           by Cathy Hughes.   Unfortunately we were on the losing side.

Dudley-Kerr Challenge:  Wendy Yarnell skipped her team in a closely contested game

                           but was edged out in the last end by Pointe Claire.


Thank you to all our ladies who represented Montreal West, including Jocelyn Schultz
and Laurence Hogue as we hosted the visiting clubs.

Social Notes

A belated thank to Angela Geoffredo who very capably hosted our December Social Bridge.

Thanks also to Heather Broden and Judy Carson who co-hosted the January Bridge.

And, of course, we thank all our members and social members who assisted at these bridges.
Dixie Clark Invitational – March 12th.

The committee, under the direction of Susan Upham is presently planning a special day incorporating our 100th anniversary celebration.   

Pregnancy Questions & Answers: 

Q: I'm two months pregnant now. When will my baby move? 
A: With any luck, right after he finishes college. 
Q: What is the most reliable method to determine a baby's sex? 
A: Childbirth. 
Q: When is the best time to get an epidural? 
A: Right after you find out you're pregnant. 

All Star League – (Ladies Interclub)
Here is the 2012-2013 – final update from Sandra Arseneault:
This year the All Star League celebrated it’s 40th Anniversary.    We celebrated with great fanfare at the closing banquet held December 7th.     Montreal West Curling Club was recognized and thanked for providing the league with ice time.   A very special thank you to Bob Carson for taking care of the ice for us.  It really made a difference.

This year Team Arseneault’s returning players Anna Grafton and Sandra Arseneault welcomed Francine Pilon, Shirley Elliott and Heather Boyle into the fold.    A very special thank you goes to Renate Heurster for being available to spare, especially last minute when a spare is usually required. 

Shirley, Francine and Heather earned their Silver Star pin for playing their first season in the All Star Section.

Again it was a very exciting year with the final standings yet again determined on the last day of play.  We did come very close to a three way tie for first place.  As a team we are really happy with this year’s performance.    We closed the season on a high note as Runner Up in the All Star Section.   

Team:        
 Fifth:       Heather Boyle


 Lead:       Anna Grafton





Second:    Shirley Elliott


Third:       Francine Pilon



 Skip:       Sandra Arseneault

That’s it until next October…..
Q. What does it mean when a man is in your bed gasping for breath and calling your 
     name? 

A. You didn't hold the pillow down long enough. 

Mixed Day Curling 
Interclub
A new month.   Even a new year.   Forget about the disasters in December.   Surely our interclub results will improve in January.   Let’s have a look:

At Pointe Claire we had 1 win and 2 losses.    The winning team was:


Bob Lemesurier, Pierre Dufour, Bert Mombourquette and Jacques Lacroix.
At our club against  Baie d’Urfe  we had 1 win and 3 losses.   I guess the holiday cheer had yet to wear off.    The winning team was:

Claude Labrecque, Ron Neill, Rick Hughes and  James Botsford
At Glenmore our teams were starting to get back into the swing of things.  We had a win and a tie in the 4 games.   The winning team and the team that tied were:  


Winners:    Joe Balogh, Ray Dubrule, Rick Hughes and James Botsford

Tie:
       Claude Labrecque, Doug Allan, Bert Mombourquette and 


       Jean-Marie Martin

Pointe Claire visited us later in the month with a little bit of swagger because of their

2-1 win earlier in the month.    They won’t do that again.    We took 3 out of the 4 games.    The winning teams were:

Bill Bedford, Bob Carson, Ed Crosbie, and Dave Dubeau

Claude Labrecque, Pierre Dufour, Doug Allan, and  Gerry Sabourin

Cyril Bernard, Ron Neill, Rick Hughes, and James Botsford 

At Rosemere, they had heard of our smashing revenge victory over Pointe Claire so they had been practicing for a week before we arrived.  All to no avail.   We still took 2 of the 3 games played.   The winning teams were:  


Joe Balogh, Pierre Dufour, Chip Mowat, and Jean-Marie Martin

Ron Pilkington, Bob Carson, Ed Crosbie, and Dave Dubeau
Look out February.  Here we come.

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, age five, and Ryan, age three.  The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.  Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.   “If Jesus were sitting here, He would say ‘Let my brother have the first pancake; I can wait.”

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”

Missing Hat
Bob McDevitt’s  favourite hat is mssing.   It is a beautiful Irish tweed hat.  It was a wonderful "walking hat" of heavy-duty, Donegal tweed which was impervious to bad weather.   Bob bought the hat in Ireland 40 years ago and has worn it with comfort and pleasure all these years.
The hat was last seen in the men’s locker room listening to all the exaggerated curling exploits of the men curlers.  

Bob’s curling ability has suffered greatly since the hat disappeared although many will say the hat was probably embarrassed at Bob’s play and ‘headed’ off by itself.   
If you happen to ‘find’ the hat, please return it to Bob.   If you are too embarrassed to return it in person to Bob because you don’t want his hug and kisses, just sneak it in and leave it on the top of the coat rack.
And keep in mind this Irish curse-----
May those who love us love us.
And those that don’t love us,

May God turn their hearts.
And if He doesn’t turn their hearts,

May He turn their ankles, 

So we’ll know them by their limping.
So, if the hat is not returned, don’t come into the club with a limp.

Wednesday Night Curling
Here’s a report from Mark Romer:

The Wednesday night Evening House League (EHL) had a successful fall season fielding a full 8 team, 32 player roster.   To compensate for having too few experienced skips, several teams used the co-skip format alternating third and skip weekly which has proven great for skill-building.
 By popular request, the league organized a skill improvement clinic that focused on delivery (thanks to Rob Philion).   Curling etiquette was also reviewed (thanks to Genevieve Lemieux) for the benefit of both new and returning curlers.    We played an 8 game round robin followed by a 3 game playoff series.   The standings at the end of 8 round robin matches were as follows:
1 - Jeff Cohen
2 - Robbie Sproule
3 - Mark Romer / Frederic Fabry (co-skips)
4 - Genevieve Lemieux___________________
5 - Claude Tellier / Dale Huston (co-skips)
6 - Anne-Marie Belanger / Robert Assaly (co-skips)
7 - Mike Allen
8 - Bonnie Allen
For the playoff round, we divided the top 4 teams and the bottom 4 teams into A and B Playoff rounds.   Congratulations to Team Cohen, for winning the A playoff round with a 3-0 record:    



Cathy McKeown


Cecilia Malinski


Suzel Julien



Jeff Cohen

There was a 3-way tie for second place in the A division.    Congratulations as well to Team Belanger/Assaly for winning the B Playoff round:



Michel Kakon


Bonnie Soutar



Robert Assaly


Anne-Marie Belanger

The EHL welcomes spares from other leagues within the MWCC.   We are particularly short of talented skips and thirds.    If you are interested in helping us out periodically, please contact us at match.ehl@gmail.com 
Quebec Civil Servant:  “All I’ve ever wanted was an honest week’s pay for an honest day’s work.”

Junior Curling

Here’s a report from Trish Dempsey:
Wow, what an exciting start to the new year! There has been a high level of participation not just in Montreal, but around the province as well...  
Three of four Junior teams entered in the Tim Caverly Christmas Bonspiel won GOLD
... in the Under 17 division:
 
Danny Bell, Chris Byrne, Tyler Watson and Tyler Rowley (coached by 
                   Trish Dempsey)
... in the Under 20 division: 
           Alex Hall, Adam Freilich, Mark Fajertag and Sean Gazdewich (coached by 
                Rob Philion)
... and in the Little Rocks division: Patrick Jean, Graham Ukrainetz, 
          Joseph Fernandez and Liah Anania (coached by Micheal Jean).  
In early January, Alex Hall, Adam Freilich, Nick Backman, and Jason Olsthoorn were in Quebec City to compete in the Junior Provincials at the Etchemin Curling Club. Looking to improve on their silver medal from last year, the boys came out firing but unfortunately lost a couple of heartbreaking games down the stretch and ended up just shy of the medal round. 
Montreal West Curling Club was well represented by its Junior Curlers this past weekend at the Leprechaun Bonspiel held at MWCC, and run by Kevin Alladin. 
 The Silver medal was captured by ‘Team Pac-Man’, consisting of of Danny Bell, Christopher Byrne, Tyler Watson and Tyler Rowley. 
The Bronze medal was won by ‘Team Rock of Seagulls’: Stephen Fagen, 
Rebecca Racette, Allison Moskalewski, Emily Lillies and Liah Anania. 
Fourth place went to Patrick Jean, Michael Fagen, Graham Ukrainetz, 
Simon Marcotte and Joseph Fernandez.
The team of Dominique Jean, Melissa Dunn, Meghan Gentile and Samantha Gentile represented MWCC in the Tournoi Juvenile Andre Ferland in Trois Rivieres this past weekend, and finished fifth place overall.     Along with Rebecca Racette and Allison Moskalewski, the girls won the Jeux du Quebec playdowns of our region and will be representing Lac St-Louis in March at the 48th edition of the Jeux du Quebec, in Saguenay.
Coming up:
The 26th Annual MWCC Junior Curling Invitational Funspiel, a major fundraiser for the Junior program, will occur on February 23rd.     A main event of the evening will be a raffle for a 16gig iPad Mini.    Raffle tickets are now on sale: 1 ticket for $5... 3 tickets for $10... 7 tickets for $20 !! Tickets can be purchased at the club during the following timeslots:
· Friday Wilkinson (see Janet Walpole)

· Tuesday/Thursday Ladder (Mark Walpole)

· Saturday Juniors (stop by the club 11h40am-2h30pm and see any member of the junior board)

· February 23rd during the event (5pm to approximately 9pm) 
Meanwhile, should you have any questions regarding our future generation of curlers, feel free to contact members of the Junior Board:

.

Chair: Michel Jean (514-694-8494 or micheljean59@sympatico.ca) 
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca) 
Big Rocks: Trish Dempsey (514-489-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com) 
Treasurer:  Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca) 
Secretary/Membership: Gloria Toteda (450-462-2213 or glowcan@netzero.com) 
I can resist everything but temptation.

Wilkinson

This popular competition is underway again after the holidays.   Not much to report yet but everyone seems to be having a lot of fun especially those that are winning.  

Kurling 4 Kids

Here is a report from Nacy Gallant:

Saturday April 6th is the big day!   This year is the 15th anniversary of Kurling 4 Kids. 
We are proud to say we have 13 clubs participating this year.  Our goal is $240,000.    Based upon last year’s resounding success, I know this amount is attainable.  

This year, we have committed the following to these hospitals: 

   Montreal Children’s:   A Giraffe for the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit .   This is an 
                                           incubator combined with a radiant warmer.



    Our second installment of $60,000 of our 5 year plan for the 
                                           Kids Play Area in the new Children’s Hospital 
   Ste. Justine’s:               Pulmonary Physiology Unit for babies



    Sleep Apnea Monitors
    Breast milk pumps.
 Details of this equipment can be found on the official K4K WEBSITE: www.kurlingforkids.com.
 You can help by:

   - Entering a team in the event 
   - Buying tickets

   - Being a seller of tickets

   - Being a corporate sponsor

   - Soliciting a corporate sponsor

   - Donating a prize or a service  (all donations will be acknowledged in the tournament

                booklet.) 

Tickets for prizes

This year, the structure of the cost of the tickets had to be changed.  There are no volume discounts as in years past.  Why?   It is because we have had to register our raffle with Lotto Quebec.   Once we went over the $1,000,000 in donations, we came under their radar.    

This year the ticket prices will be $5.00 each.  Anyone who makes a donation of $20.00 or more can get a tax receipt if requested.    

Thanks to the generosity and tremendous efforts of our members, our club continued to maintain its #1 position of raising funds last year.  I’m sure, with your help, we will be there again this year. 

If you have any questions, please contact Nacy Gallant ( home 514 363 1896 or cell 
514 501 9472)or John Stone 514 983 4972.    Tickets will be available shortly and I will have more information in the March ROAR. 
Carpet Bowling

P.K. MacWilliam says she has not much to report this month except they had a  few members suffering from the flu.

Get better soon.

The reason parents want their children to play the piano rather than the violin is because it is it’s harder to lose the piano.  

SPA Curling

Here is a report from Alan Bousquet:
Half way done with the season and still tight at the top and some would argue at the bottom also.  The new players are now getting into the game and have an interest in playing another year.

Here are the standings as of January 20th:  

	Position by points
	Team
	
	Games won
	Games tied
	Games loss
	Games forfeit
	Total Points

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	James Botsford
	10
	1
	1
	0
	33

	2
	Bruce Blanchard
	10
	0
	2
	0
	32

	3
	Dianne Huculak
	8
	1
	3
	0
	29

	4
	Alan Bousquet
	5
	0
	6
	1
	21

	5
	Rick Hughes
	3
	2
	7
	0
	20

	5
	Larry Quong
	4
	0
	8
	0
	20

	7
	Maxime Betournay
	3
	1
	8
	0
	19

	8
	Joseph Wroblewski
	2
	1
	9
	0
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N.B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Position by points does not take into consideration head to head games

	won within the same position 
	
	
	
	


Her:   I’m not speaking to you

Him:   Why?

Her:  You’ll have to figure it out yourself.

Him: Tell me.

Her:  Once I start speaking to you then maybe I’ll tell you.

Him: I guess I’ll have to wait.

Her:  And don’t you walk away when I’m not speaking to you
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Love is in the air this February with Canfir’s facebook profile getting 32 “likes” since its re-launch last October.     It’s gaining momentum and Canfir is hoping it will be a great recruiting tool.    We encourage all curlers to like Canfir’s profile.  You will gain access to curling tips, articles, links to other curling associations as well as photos of how fun our league is and so much more.
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canfir-Curling/135250056261
If you are interested in sparing for this league (Sundays from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm), please contact Dan Boyd at dyobnad@bell.net. 
Good luck to all our members in the Calcutta! 
  Standings as of January 20th:
	Team Name
	Wins
	Losses
	Ties
	Points

	Cadorette
	8
	2
	2
	30

	Williams
	8
	4
	0
	28

	Arseneau
	4
	5
	3
	23

	 Boyd
	5
	7
	0
	22

	LeMesurier
	5
	7
	0
	22

	Fernandes
	3
	8
	1
	19


What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?


 
        February 
   3
-
Super Bowl Party 






         

   6
-
Calcutta Auction




               9
-
Ladies’ Green and Golf Centennial Bonspiel





11-15
-
Lyle Bradford Calcutta




  22
-
Bingo Night




  26
-
Junior Curling Invitational Funspiel


       March
1-3
-
Centennial Bonspiel




           11-16
-
Shamrock Bonspiel





12
-
Dixie Clark Invitational 



      April
 6
-
Kurling 4 Kids

Random Thoughts during  the month of January:

Bar owners are complaining about the retroactive tax on wine and liquor.   Wouldn’t it be more democratic if this tax was accompanied with a retroactive vote for or against the PQ.

The Ontario government has suggested a rise in provincial income tax that could make those in that province the highest taxed in the country.     It’s just not fair.   Our Quebec politicians have spent considerable time and effort making sure we are the most taxed province in the country. 

We just cannot lose our number 1 position to Ontario.   Maybe they could do something like a retroactive tax on wine and liquor.   Oh….wait a minute.  

The Federal government has decided our 1 cent coin will soon disappear.   Did you ever wonder how the stores will handle this?    A $7.99 item is that price now because it looks a lot cheaper than $8.00.    Will they lower the item to $7.95 and lose 4 cents or will they raise it to $8.00 and gain a cent but lose the appearance of a lower price?  

A penny for your thoughts.

Did you ever have a person, in the middle of a conversation with you, say ….”to be honest with you”….and then continue talking.   Does that mean up to that point everything the person has said to you has been a lie?    To be honest with you, I don’t know why people say this.

Premier Marois went to Scotland to talk to the separatists there who are seeking independence from the UK.   She says they are talking the same language as she is.
   “If you can say, “It’s a braw bricht moonlicht nicht.” then yer a’ richt, ye can.”
They don’t even talk the same language that I do and my father was from Scotland.
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