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January
2013.    Have a happy and healthy new year.  

I wish you many curling wins in the new year except, of course, if your team happens to be playing my team.    
The Washington Post invited readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by adding, subtracting, or changing one letter, and supply a new definition.   Here are some entries:
  
 1. Cashtration:       The act of buying a house, which renders the subject financially 
                                impotent for an indefinite period of time. 
2. Ignoranus :         A person who's both stupid and an  ass. 
3. Giraffiti :           Vandalism spray-painted very, very high. 
4. Inoculatte :        To take coffee intravenously when you are  running late. 


What Has Been Happening Around Here?

Message from our President, Pierre Dufour

Recently I was approached by a couple who asked me if I could use my influence to help integrate them into our club, and what was the best method to go about this task.

This probably seems as odd to you as it did to me but it brought home the perception that we are sometimes seen as an exclusive and restricted group that requires a special invitation to join.

This perception must be overcome if we are to survive in a climate of fierce competition for the leisure time market.   We must recognize that there is an increasing number of people who are seeking an alternate social outlet and establishing different goals than the traditional ones that they have always followed.
Diminishing membership is the single greatest threat that we are facing and it must be addressed immediately.

As members of our club, I encourage you to promote among your friends, acquaintances, and family members, the benefits and advantages of curling at MWCC.

In closing, on behalf of the Board and myself, I wish all of you a happy and healthy new year and we thank you for your support in making this club one that we can all be proud to be associated with.


The teacher asked little Sammy to tell the class what his father did for a living.  “‘Oh, he’s a magician.   His best trick is sawing people in half.”

“Wonderful!” said the teacher.  “Are there other children in your family?”

“Yes, ma’am.  I have two half brothers.” 

100 Year Anniversary

If you remember,  I reported in the December ROAR that Cathy Hughes had lost her shoes after the Gala Dinner concluded.    
I have some good news to report--- Cathy and her missing shoes have been reunited. 
Her shoes had been mistakenly taken from the club.   Her ‘prince’ had noticed this and was trying to find the princess who owned them.    One day he drove his carriage to our club to try the shoes on a number of the ladies in our club.    

Of course, when he came to Cathy, the shoes were a perfect fit.  

Cathy called it a Kodak moment similar to when you discover your photos are late being developed…. ”you just know someday your prints will come.”

Entertainment
Here’s a report from our Entertainment Director, Erin Ryan:  
The club was very fortunate to host Bowser and Blue on December 1.   The event was a great success and everyone there had a blast!
 Bowser and Blue were great and had the crowd roaring with laughter.   

Of course events like this would not be possible without the help of many people.  Thank you to Alex Hall, Rob Philion, Adam Freilich, Nicholas Backman, Scott Grafton, Donald Sproule, and anyone else I may have missed for carrying the sound equipment before and after the show.    Thank you to Anne Mitchell and Kari for their great work at the bar.    Thank you to Heather Boyle, Cathy Hughes, and Kerry Laughlin for helping to set up the tables and serving the snacks.  
I look forward to seeing you at our next event.     

Turkey Shoot

Tom Turkey and his friends are safe for another year.   In addition, they were bursting with pride when they heard someone say that many of the players curled like turkeys.    Quite a complement they thought.  

Ed Jones and his committee of Bill Bedford and Sandra Jones did a fabulous job organizing and running this popular event.    Gary Barker made sure we had great ice to play on and Brian Shee kept a good record of all the scores.   June Gray earned high praise for keeping the place looking so tidy.

The turkeys were very relieved to serve the pizza to everyone.  

And, the winners were:

    1st Run



   2nd Run

Paul Thompson


Kyran Thicke

Chip Mowat



Larry Quong

Joanne Berg



Shirley Elliot

James Botsford


Kerry Laughlin

What if the words in English had to be feminine or masculine like the French language?

SHOE   
(male)    because it is usually unpolished, with its tongue hanging out.
TIRE               (male)    because it goes bald and often is over inflated.
WEB PAGE   (female)  because it is always getting hit on.
HAMMER      (male)    because it hasn't evolved much over the last 5,000 years, but
                                     it's handy to have around.
REMOTE 
  CONTROL  (female)  ...Ha! You thought I'd say male.   But consider, it gives man 
                                     pleasure and he'd be lost without it.

Calcutta.
It’s coming in February

There are some people in this club who may not be aware of what this yearly club competition is all about so here is an explanation:  

The purpose:

This is a competition for making some money and for having a




lot of fun while doing so.

The signup:

We are looking for 64 players to form 16 teams.   Everyone is 




eligible to play.….that includes rental leagues 

The teams:

 16 skips are selected from the sign up sheets and ranked from

 1 to 16.




These skips meet to select their teams from the remaining players




who have signed up to play.    The number 16 skip picks first so 




he or she should be getting the top ‘third’ player.   The number 1 

                                    skip selects last in this first round then picks first in the next round




so he or she should be getting the best ‘second’ player.   The final 




round has the 16th skip picking first again.  




This method of selecting team players is used to make the teams as 




evenly matched as possible.  

Syndicates:

Usually a group of curlers in the club (the Day Ladies, Mixed Day 





Curlers, Canfir, etc.)  form a syndicate and money is collected

from each member of the syndicate.    This money is used to 

purchase one or more teams at the auction that is held the week 

before the competition begins.   




Last year, one syndicate took home over $2,000.    There is also




money awarded if the team you bought finishes in 2nd or 3rd place.  

The Auction:

As mentioned, the auction takes place the week before the 




competition starts.
Ed Jones is the auctioneer.   The night is




filled with a lot of laughs while each of the teams is auctioned off




to the highest bidder (syndicate).  

Prizes:


As mentioned above, the winning syndicates will take home a pot 



full of money.




The players can win money too.   The cost to each curler is $40. 

All of this money is distributed to the winning teams.   Not bad for a week of curling, snacks after curling and eats on the final night.




There are also other ways to try your skill (luck?) at making some 




extra money.   You can make individual bets on teams you 




think will win.   This can be a bet from $1 up.   This is the 
                        pari-mutuel.   The amount of money you receive in return for your 
                        bet will depend on the odds the team you  select has of winning. 


Naturally, long shots will win you more money.




In addition, each night there is an exacta.   Again you can bet

anything from $1 up on the 4 teams playing that night.   You must 

pick the 4 winning teams to win the money.   There will be two 

exactas each night – one for the 6:30 games and one for the 8:45 

games.


Bonus:


As this year is our 100th anniversary, there will be many more 




prizes awarded.     Some of these additional prizes will be awarded 

at the auction and some on the curling nights.    For example,  

everyone who joins a syndicate will have their name entered in 

a draw for a prize.  There will also be many surprise prizes 
throughout the competition.

So we are asking everyone to join us for a week of fun.   We encourage you to curl with us.   If you can’t make it, at least come and watch a night or two and win money on the exacta.   If you can’t do that, join a syndicate or make a pari-mutuel bet to watch your money grow. 
The dates:   

Auction
February    6




Playing dates
     “
    11-15

 Beauty is only a light switch away.
	
	
	
	


Day Ladies
Here’s a report from Cathy Wardlaw:
The Day Ladies’ Fun Curling and Christmas Lunch were held on December 11th.

Many thanks to Heather Broden and Judy Carson for supervising the curling activities.

After the curling we were then treated to a sumptuous luncheon.  A big thank you to Lorraine Hogue and Joslyn Schultz for arranging the catering for this happy event.

The Day Ladies wish good health to all members and their families in 2013.
Cornwall Bonspiel

It won’t be long before 4 or 5 ladies’ teams from our club travel to Cornwall to ‘curl!’ 
The Chief of Police in Cornwall, I. M. Ready, has asked me to let the ladies know that preparations for their arrival have been completed.  

All bars and liquor stores have been notified of the ban on liquor sales that weekend.   

They will welcome the ladies with loaded (sorry) ...open arms
No cowboy was ever faster on the draw than a grandparent pulling a baby picture out of his wallet.
Mixed Day Curling 
Christmas Luncheon

Here is a report from Gary Barker:

On December 20, we had our Christmas Luncheon.   It was attended by around 50 current and former Day Curlers.  

After a delicious Tony’s roast beef meal, we were treated to a short speech from our guest speaker Dave Stubbs, sports columnist from the Gazette.     This was followed by a lively Question and Answer sessions that indicated there wasn’t much sympathy for either side in the current NHL dispute.      

We made a $200 contribution to the “Gazette Christmas Fund” in appreciation of Dave’s attendance.

Here’s to a 2013 filled with Health, Happiness, and Good Curling. 

Kearns Competition
Here is a report from Bob LeMesurier:

This competition was wrapped up on December 19th.    Here are the teams with bragging rights:

League Winners


League Runners-up


Paul Reaper



Frank Csik

Greg Kehoe



Ron Pilkington


Jean Marie Martin


Gerry Sabourin


Bob LeMesurier


James Botsford


Playoff Winners

Frank Csik



Paul Reaper


Ron Pilkington


Greg Kehoe


Gerry Sabourin


Jean Marie Martin



James Botsford


Bob LeMesurier
Congratulations to the winners. 
James Botsford's team will be the Kearns representative competing for the
Stan Chambers Cup (Day Curling over all championship) to be played in April against the winners of the Jack Herold Competition.
The draft meeting to select teams for the Jack Herold has been completed and play will begin January 7th.  

There will be 9 teams in this section of curling.  
A big welcome to 3 new members who will be joining us in the 2nd half:


David Lee      Louise Caron     Pierre Cadorette

Have a great second half everyone.
Interclub
The interclub team members have been playing fairly well so far this year.   Let’s have a look at the latest results from December sent to me by Chip Mowat: 

At Hudson Legion we had 1 win and 1 loss.   The winning team was:


Ron Pilkington, Chip Mowat, Gerry Sabourin and Jacques Lacroix
When Laval visited our club, we had 1 win and 3 losses.   The winning team was:


 Joe Balogh, Greg Kehoe, Gerry Sabourin and Rick Hughes

At Royal Montreal, we had 2 wins and 1 loss.   The winning teams were:


Ray Dubrule, Pierre Dufour, Gerry Sabourin, and Jean-Marie Martin


Joe Balogh, Doug Allan, Rick Hughes and James Botsford
Finally, at Laval, we had 1 tie and 2 losses.  The team that tied was:


Ron Pilkington, Bob Carson, Ed Crosbie and Dave Dubeau


Overall, the record was 4 wins, 7 losses and 1 tie.   This is not exactly the form that will lead to a first place finish at the end of the season.   What is difficult to understand is that none of the outstanding curling ability of their leader, Chip Mowat, seems to be rubbing off on these players.   Maybe they should have been watching the just concluded Turkey Shoot where Chip led his team to victory.    
Could it be that his interclub players are not listening to him?     Should he include them as prizes in the next Turkey Shoot?

Some cute prayers to God from children:

Dear God:   Thank you for the baby brother but what I asked for was a puppy. I never 
                    asked for anything before. You can look it up.  - Joyce 

Dear God:   Did you really mean, Do Unto Others As They Do Unto You? If you did then 
                    I'm going to get even with my brother.  -  Darla 


Dear God:   Did you mean for giraffes to look like that or was it an accident?  -  Norma 

Dear God:   Please send Dennis Clark to a different summer camp this year  - Peter 


Junior Curling

Here’s a report from the Junior Committee:
Isn’t it amazing how time flies when you’re having fun?    It’s hard to believe that the first half of the curling season has already come to an end.    

As this report is being written, the majority of our junior curlers have already participated in two games as part of the Myke Wilder In-House League, and we have three teams (including one Little Rocks team) participating in the Tim Caverly Christmas Bonspiel between Christmas and New Year’s.
Two competitive teams are training for the Jeux du Québec playdowns (for the Lac-St-Louis region) in the new year, and there will be much participation in several interclub games as well. 
The juniors recently celebrated a successful first half of the season with in-house league games, a delicious potluck, snowman hunting in the lounge and an exciting holiday gift exchange.   They were all full of smiles and laughter as they left the club for the last time this year... stay tuned to find out what our future generation of club curlers are up to in 2013. 
If you know of any youngsters who might be interested in coming out to curl in the new year,  please extend our invitation for them to come and give it a try (Saturdays 11h30-12h30), and our experienced coaches will ensure their first experience on the ice is a great one!
Feel free to contact any of the Junior Board members for more information...
Chair: Michel Jean (514-694-8494 or micheljean59@sympatico.ca) 
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca) 
Big Rocks: Trish Dempsey (514-489-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com) 
Treasurer:  Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca) 
Secretary/Membership: Gloria Toteda (450-462-2213 or glowcan@netzero.com) 
Best wishes and good health in 2013.

If a man has enough horse sense to treat his wife like a thoroughbred, she will never turn into an old nag.  

Wilkinson

Here is a report from Zack Wise with the latest standings:


Team


Points


Wise/Walpole

  25


Jean


  22


Philion


  21


John F


  21


Holdaway

  20


Elliot


  18

Jack F


  15

Leroux


  15


Savoie


  14


Doyle


  12


Romer


  12

Here’s to a happy and healthy 2013 with a lot of good curling. 

Carpet Bowling

Here’s a report from P.K. MacWilliam :

We ended our year with a luncheon on December 13th.  

We also had a competition with the winners of Group A playing the winners of Group B.

The results:

   Group A



Group B



Irene Darrell



Eileen Motton
Roberta Wood

beat

Gwennie Halliday
Eleanor Robertson


Betty Asselin
Audrey McGregor


Margaret McLaughlin
We also competed for the closest to the jack.    Eileen Motton won this event.

All in all, it was a nice way to end our year.   See everyone in 2013.

Keep happy and healthy in the new year.

A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party. When she saw her dad donning his tuxedo, she warned, 'Daddy, you shouldn't wear that suit.' 
'And why not, darling?'

'You know that it always gives you a headache the next morning.'

SPA Curling

Here is a report from Alan Bousquet:

Here are the standings for 19 games, almost half the season:
	

	Position by points
	Team
	
	Games won
	Games tied
	Games loss
	Games forfeit
	Total Points

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Bruce Blanchard
	9
	0
	1
	0
	28

	2
	James Botsford
	8
	1
	1
	0
	27

	3
	Dianne Huculak
	6
	1
	3
	0
	23

	4
	Rick Hughes
	3
	2
	5
	0
	18

	4
	Alan Bousquet
	4
	0
	6
	0
	18

	4
	Larry Quong
	4
	0
	6
	0
	18

	7
	Maxime Betournay
	2
	1
	7
	0
	15

	8
	Joseph Wroblewski
	1
	1
	8
	0
	13

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N.B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Games up to and including
	16-Dec-12
	
	
	

	Position by points does not take into consideration head to head games

	    won within the same position 

	
	
	
	

	Canfir Curling 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Here’s a report from Lisa LeMesurier:
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Canfir had a great first half of the season with a new committee, new members, new spares, a logo and an updated facebook page.  Canfir curlers and their families celebrated the holiday season with a potluck luncheon on December 16th after their game.    The food table, the music and décor as well as the draw to the button and roll the dice games made for a jolly time. 

Winners of the Draw-to-the-Button contest were:
Lead: 

Robert Alie
Second:
 Jo-Ann Mumford

Third: 

Mike Allen

Skip: 

Pierre Cadorette

Jo-Ann has bragging rights as she was the closest to the button overall – beating everyone!  Way to go Jo-Ann!

Canfir kicks off the second half of the season on January 6th.

Standings as of December 16th:

	Team Name
	Wins
	Losses
	Ties
	Points

	Cadorette
	6
	2
	1
	22

	Williams
	6
	3
	0
	21

	Boyd
	5
	4
	0
	19

	 LeMesurier
	4
	5
	0
	17

	Arseneau
	2
	5
	2
	15

	Fernandes
	2
	6
	1
	14


Canfir wishes all curlers and their families a happy and healthy new year!

If the police arrest a mime, do they tell him he has the right to remain silent?

What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?


 

January 3`
-
Vice Presidents bonspiel 




              4
-
Wilkinson curling begins




              5
-
Junior curling begins



         

  6
-
Rolling Stones, Canfir 






and SPA curling begins




              7
-
Mixed Day curling begins




              8
-
Ladder curling begins




         25-27
-
Junior Leprachaun curling



        February 
   6
-
Calcutta Auction





11-15
-
Calcutta

I’ve decided to close this month‘s ROAR with something I call Random Thoughts.   It’s my take on some of the events that occurred in December:  

I was thinking………..
What if newly appointed Montreal mayor Applebaum were to appoint Vito Rizzuto as a committee member in charge of awarding construction contracts.   Wouldn’t it reduce city expenses by eliminating the need for kickbacks to a middle man?

The man who invented the bar code died in December.     I wonder if a bar code reader is needed to read his tombstone engraving.
Would the NHL strike be over if Donald Fehr represented the players’ wives rather than the players?    I’m sure they would tell him to take whatever management was offering.   because they can’t stand their husbands being home all day any longer.  

What do the parents and grandparents of the children killed in Newtown, Connecticut think about the NRA statement that “The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.”     I wonder how many of them are members of the NRA and will not be renewing their membership this year.

The PQ doesn’t want the Canadian flag in the government red room while the opposition insists that it stay.    What if the opposition voted in favour of removing the flag with one stipulation.   Madame Marois has to carry the flag out of the red room herself and agree to being photographed doing it.    

O. I. M. Lost, the president of Maze Makers, the leading creator of garden mazes, was in Montreal studying the streets of Montreal during this never ending road detour period.  “Never have I seen such confusion.   It is fantastic.   I’m off to talk to the mayor to see how it is done.   I’d like to talk to the Planning Department but haven’t been able to find one yet.”
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