
  






January 2014
I hope Santa was good to you.   If not, you must have been on his “naughty list”.
What Has Been Happening Around Here?
Sad news to report.   One of our former presidents, Jean Marie Benson, passed away in late November.   He was our president about 20 years ago.   Our condolences to his family.
And, I’ve been in contact with Bob McDevitt.   It's been a very long haul since he had a near fatal Cardiac event last March.  As he mentioned to me  “it's been a very testing nine months”.     But, I’m happy to report Bob is getting much stronger and he is very hopeful he’ll be back curling next October.

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read her a bedtime story.   From time to time she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek.  She was alternately stroking  her own cheek then his again.

“Grandpa, did God make you?”

“Yes sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a long time ago.”

“Oh,” she paused, “Grandpa, did God make me too?”

“Yes, indeed honey,” he said, ”God made you a little time ago.”
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed, “God’s getting better at it, isn’t he?”


The Iceman's Corner
Here is a report from Ice Chairman, Greg Kehoe:

I trust everyone had a very Happy Holidays.  Now it's time for some serious curling. The gas fired heater in the shed that was broken should be replaced by now, unfortunately it took a little longer than expected so we had some chilly evenings.  We have a couple of other projects developing at this time that I would like to share with you.

· We had a lighting consultant visit the curling club and look into retrofitting the lighting in the shed.   We have several options available, LED lighting, T5 fluorescent lights, Metal Halide lights.   We have to decide what lighting system will suit our needs best.   Hydro Quebec has also informed us that we are available for financial assistance. 

· The curling stones we are presently using are coming to the end of their lifespan. Pictures and other information has been forwarded to Canada Curling Stone to see if they can re-condition the stones or they need total replacement. 


I will keep you posted on any new developments.   I certainly welcome your comments concerning the lighting system as I am by no means an expert in this area.

8 Enders

I’m glad we asked last month if there were any other 8 enders other than the ones that were listed.   There was another one:



Linda English


Bob McDevitt


Linda Raza


Dodd Gray
Their names will go on the trophy.    
Sportwwriter Si Burick on great thoroughbred Secretariat:  That horse is everything I’m not.    He’s young, he’s beautiful; he’s fast; he’s durable; he has a large bank account; and his entire sex life is before him.”

Lyle Bradford Calcutta

The dates:

February 12
- 
Skips to pick their teams

                           19
-
Auction night



25-28   -
The games will be played

Mark these dates on your calendars.   This competition is always a lot of fun.   The 

sign-up sheets will be posted during the first week of January.  
Get your name on the list early to avoid disappointment. 
Last year our Calcutta was enjoyed by everyone, especially those who won.  Maybe you will be one of the winners this year.  

Chairman Ed Jones wants everyone to know that he and his committee will be doing everything they can to make this year’s Calcutta just as much of a success.   

There are some people in this club who may not be aware of what this yearly club competition is all about so here is an explanation:  

The purpose:

This is a competition for making some money and for having a




lot of fun while doing so.

The signup:

We are looking for 64 players to form 16 teams.   Everyone is 




eligible to play.….that includes rental leagues 

The teams:

 16 skips are selected from the sign-up sheets and ranked from

 1 to 16.   




These skips will meet on February 12 to select their teams from the 
                                    remaining players who have signed up to play.    The number 16 
                                    skip picks first so he or she should be getting the top ‘third’ player.  
                                    The number 1 skip selects last in this first round then picks first in 
                                    the next round so he or she should be getting the best ‘second’ 
                                    player.   The final round has the 16th skip picking first again.  




This method of selecting team players is used to make the teams as 




evenly matched as possible.  

Syndicates:

Usually a group of curlers in the club (the Day Ladies, Mixed Day 





Curlers, Canfir, etc.)  form a syndicate and money is collected

from each member of the syndicate.    This money is used to 

purchase one or more teams at the auction that will be held on
February 19th.  




There is money awarded if the team you bought finishes in 1st, 2nd 
                                    or 3rd place.  

The Auction:

As mentioned, the auction takes place the week before the 




competition starts.
Ed Jones is the auctioneer.   The night is




filled with a lot of laughs while each of the teams is being 

                                    auctioned off to the highest bidder (syndicate).  

Prizes:


The winning syndicates will take home a pot full of money.




The players can win money too.   The cost to each curler is $40. 

All of this money is distributed to the winning teams.   Not bad for a week of curling, snacks after curling and eats on the final night.




There are also other ways to try your skill (luck?) at making some 




extra money.   You can make individual bets on teams you 




think will win.   This can be a bet from $1 up.   This is the 

                        pari-mutuel.   The amount of money you receive in return for your 

                        bet will depend on the odds the team you  select has of winning. 


Naturally, long shots will win you more money.




In addition, each night there is an exacta.   Again you can bet

anything from $1 up on the 4 teams playing that night.   You must 

pick the 4 winning teams to win the money.   There will be two 

exactas each night – one for the 6:30 games and one for the 8:45 

games.


Bonus:


Last year, our 100th anniversary, many more prizes were 

                                    introduced than in years past.     These prizes will continue again 

                                    this year.  

                                    Some of these additional prizes will be awarded at the auction and 
                                    some on the curling nights.    For example, everyone who joins a 
                                    syndicate will have their name entered in a draw for a prize.   

                                    Another will be a draw to the button prize.

                                    There will also be many surprise prizes throughout the 
                                    competition.

So we are asking everyone to join us for a week of fun.   We encourage you to curl with us.   If you can’t make it, at least come and watch a night or two and win money on the exacta.   If you can’t do that, join a syndicate or make a pari-mutuel bet to watch your money grow. 

After his examination, his doctor took Dan into the room and said, “Dan, I have some good news and some bad news.”

Dan said, “Give me the good news first.”

“They’re going to name a disease after you.”

Day Ladies

Here is a report from Rosemary Cochrane: 

The Day Ladies celebrated Christmas in fine style hosting their Luncheon Bridge on December 11 and enjoying Fun Curl and the Christmas Luncheon on December 17. Thank you to Linda English and Angela Geoffredo for convening the Bridge, to 
Mary Sutherland and Rosemary Cochrane for organizing the curling activities and to Laurence Hogue for arranging catering for the luncheon.  Rumour has it that a good time was had by all.  

January looks to be a busy month as we continue regular curling, host and participate in a couple of LCA events (check the LCA notice board) and get ready to take in all the flurry and activity leading up to Scotties 2014.   A goodly number of Day Ladies have volunteered to work at the Scotties at the Maurice Richard Arena, February 1-9, so look for our shining faces as the TV cameras scan the stands.  

Best wishes from the Day Ladies for a happy, healthy 2014.  
Instructional League

Here is a report from Jim Doyle:

All of the members of this years' instruction class will be joining teams after Christmas and will continue classes that will start again January 6th.     Carla and Alan did a fantastic job with the class.

We are expecting several new people to join the instruction class on January 6th.

The cop got out of his car and the kid who was stopped for speeding rolled down his window. 
"I've been waiting for you all day," the cop said. 
The kid replied, "Yeah, well I got here as fast as I could." 
When the cop finally stopped laughing, he sent the kid on his way without a ticket.
Mixed Day Curling
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Annual Christmas Luncheon
As you can see from the above, not all the talk was about curling at the annual

Christmas Luncheon that was organized so well by James Botsford.   

James sends his thanks to the following people for their efforts in making this luncheon such a success:  

Jacques Lacroix  - for mc'ing the luncheon and running the mega Half & Half
Mike Homonko  - who handled all the expenses pertaining to the luncheon
Ray Dubrule & Joe Balough  - for procurement of items and the setup
George Tyson - who organized the choir for the rendition of the 'Curling Song'
Joe Wroblewski  - for supplying the additional music equipment 
Our bartender Kari and the caterer 'Tony' -   just a great roast beef meal 
                and any other of our Guys & Gals, that I may have missed

The entertainment supplied by Christine Dozois - Great Show
And, as well, a hats off from our league, to Anne Mitchell, who took a good portion

of her time, the day before the luncheon, to ensure that the CD player, AMP's

and speakers were working properly after that equipment had malfunctioned!

Thanks Anne!
For next Christmas, new entertainment (a songstress), has already been approached.  We
hope to see many more men and women from the club join us.
Wishing you all good curling in 2014

Kearns
Here are the results of the 1st half season of the Kearns competition:

    
 League winners 



Playoff champions


Cyril Bernard




David Lee


Maureen Custy



David Waters

Doug Allan




Gerry Sims

Jean-Marie Martin



Joe Wroblewski
Congratulations to the winners.

Joe's team will be the 1st half representatives to challenge for the Mixed Day Curling championship (Stan Chamber’s Cup) to be held at the end of the season

Interclub

Thanks to Chip Mowat for the following information:  
We have played 6 interclubs since the last ROAR.   We have been up and we have been DOWN.
November 27 - we were at Hudson/Legion and won 1 of 2.   The winning team was:



Mike Dowd


Ed Crosbie


Bob Carson


Dave Dubeau
November 28 - we were at Pointe Claire where we tied 1 of 3.   The team that tied was:


Kari Parm


Ray Dubrule


Bert Mombourquette


Jacques Lacroix
November 29 - Laval was at MWCC and we won 1 and lost 3.  The winning team was:



Maureen Custy


Gerry Sabourin
  

Doug Allan


Joe Wroblewski
December 4 - Hudson/Whitlock was at MWCC and we won 2 and lost 2.  The winning teams were:


Claude Labrecque

Mike Dowd


Doug Allan


Bob Carson


Rick Hughes


Ed Crosbie


James Botsford

Dave Dubeau
December 6 - We were at Royal Montreal where we won 2 and lost 1.  The winning teams were:


Ray Dubrule


Chester Sawczyszyn


Peter Graham


Mike Homonko


Bert Mombourquette

Rick Hughes


Jean-Marie Martin

James Botsford
December13 - We were at Laval where we lost 3 of 3.   
So, let’s total up the results reported above.   We played 19 games.   Of these we won 6 and tied 1.   It looks very much like we are playing for a high draft choice out of the juniors next year.   
OLD IS WHEN...............You don't care where your spouse goes, just as long as you don't have to go along. 

Junior Curling

Here’s a report from Trish Dempsey:

Our Junior curlers were VERY active in December – with several Interclub games, holiday party, and preparation for the Tim Caverly Bonspiel held between Christmas and New Years.   Stay tuned for an update on our four junior teams in January! 
Three teams have won Interclub games this month, two against Pointe-Claire and another versus Glenmore on December 8th and 14th, respectively.  Congratulations to the following players for representing our club so well: Dominique Jean, Tyler Rowley (played both days), Graham Ukrainetz, Liah Anania, Chris Byrne (played both days), Simon Marcotte, Patrick Jean, Jennifer Lemoyne, Tyler Watson and  Joseph Fernandez.
Five MWCC Juniors were chosen to be Junior Stars at the upcoming Scotties Tournament of Hearts, in February.  Dominique Jean, Dominique Renaud, Emily Lilles, Emily Riley and Melissa Dunn have each been assigned to a team; they will have the opportunity to meet their team, watch their practices from ice-level and take part in the special pre-game ceremony.  They may even get a chance to go behind the scenes and meet the TSN broadcast crew and production staff.  We will certainly have more of an update in the New Year, but as a little tease right now, we will share that Dominique Jean is assigned to Team Canada (they will play Draw 10 on February 4th) and Emily Lillies is assigned to Team Manitoba (they will play Draw 12 on February 5th). 
Despite not having made the Provincials this year, Team D. Jean (coached by Gloria Toteda) are continuing their efforts towards earning a place in the 2015 Canada Games. They participated in a curling camp in Sorel-Tracy in November. At said camp, the girls and their coach worked on skills that are particular for each of their positions, and even underwent a fitness test!  We are wishing them luck at their next competition in Trois-Rivières in the new year. 
For more information, feel free to contact the Junior Committee:
Chair: Michel Jean (514-694-8494 or micheljean59@sympatico.ca) 
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca) 
Big Rocks: Trish Dempsey (438-822-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com) 
Treasurer: Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca) 
Secretary/Membership: Gloria Toteda (514-703-2969 or glowcan@netzero.com)
"Be careful of the toes you step on today, they may be connected to the butt you have to kiss tomorrow!" 

Wednesday Evening House League

Here is report from Mark Romer:  

The Evening House league completed a successful fall session which included 9 round robin games and a 2 game playoff round.  

There was a 3 way tie for first place after the round robin games (Skips: Jeff Cohen, Sophie Belanger and Mark Romer).   

It was a close game in the A Round between Team Belanger and Team Cohen..    The winners were:




Joanne Therien



Nancy Assaly



Anthony Altobello



Sophie Belanger
In the B Round, Team Sproule won their final match over Team Lemieux.



Angie Marszalek



Reine Lallouz



Shelley Walsh



Robbie Sproule
Congratulations to all teams and players for a great season! 
On December 18, we celebrated the fall season with a Party, featuring prizes and food (merci a Suzel Julien) , and our customary half & half raised $101 for the NDG Food Depot (thanks to our resident lottery master and MC Donald Buchan) . 
For a complete list of teams and summaries check out the EHL webpage: http://mtlwestcurl.org/ehl.php
Wilkinson

Here is report from Mark Romer
MATCH League expands to 6 teams!

The Wilkinson MATCH League played with 4 teams this fall and completed 3 separate draws.   Everyone had fun playing with an assortment of different talents!   In January, the Match league will assemble 6 teams and will organize 2 separate 5 game draws. 
 Several of the new members are from the Instructional.
We are looking for interested MWCC members and Sunday league players to spare on Fridays during the winter.    Contact Mark mark.romer@mcgill.ca
Mixed League
Here is a report from Jim Doyle:

The team section of the Wilkinson will wrap up on January 17th. 

As things stand now, teams Walpole and Holdaway are at the top of the leader board and Team Doyle is at the bottom.

There was a Christmas party on the 20th.   The half and half was won by Alan Bousquet who donated his winnings to the Wilkinson.   This will be donated to the club at the end of the season.
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Carpet Bowling

Here’s a report for P. K. MacWilliam:

On December 10th, we had our Christmas Luncheon and competition.    It was well attended.   14 members played. 

We were pleased to have past members in attendance.   This included

Margaret Finlayson and Mary O’Toole.   

Our competition consisted of 4 teams.   We used 2 sheets.   The results were:


Overall winners


Runners-up 

Margaret Finlayson


Evelyn LeHeron


Margaret McLaughlin


Jane Atkinson


P.K.




Betty Asselin


Eleanor Robertson

Playoff for 3rd and 4th place


3rd Place



4th Place

Eileen Motton  



Catherine McFarlane

Kathy Hardiman


Andree Halsey

Laura Ross



Valerie Hensby

Gwennie Halliday  

The Carpet Bowlers send all the club members good wishes for the coming year.

I wouldn’t say this guy is not too bright but…

He answers the door when the phone rings.  
Blondes tell jokes about him.  

His dog teaches him tricks.  

SPA Curling
Here’s a report from Larry Quong:

The standing after 10 games.    Should make for an interesting 2014. 


Position
Team


Won
Lost
Tied   Forfeitt   Points


     1

James Botsford
  7          2          1          0 
   25

     2

Maxime Betournay     
  6          2          1          1 
   22
                 3

Rich Hughes

  5          4          1          0 
   21

     3

Marc Dozois
 
  5          4          1          0           21
                 5

Jean Marie Martin
  4          5          1          0           19

     6

Dianne Huculak
  4          6          0          0           18 
                 6

Gary Palamar

  4          6          0          0 
   18

     8

Howie Myers

  3          6          0          1   
   15
A friend of mine just started his own business.
He manufactures landmines that look like prayer mats.
It's doing well.
He says prophets are going through the roof.
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Canfir had a great first half of the season with new members and fun new features to our facebook page.  Canfir curlers and their families celebrated the holiday season with a potluck luncheon on December 22nd  after their game.    The food table, the music and décor as well as the draw to the button, JibJab videos and  roll the dice game made for a jolly time. Winners of the Draw-to-the-Button contest were: Lisa LeMesurier (Lead), Nancy Duplessis (Second), Mike Allan (Third) and Dan Boyd (Skip).  Canfir kicks off the second half of the season on January 5th.

Standings as of December 22nd:

	Team Name
	Wins
	Losses
	Ties
	Points

	Cadorette
	8
	2
	0
	26

	Boyd
	6
	4
	0
	22

	Clark
	5
	4
	1
	21

	Williams
	4
	4
	2
	20

	Arseneau
	3
	7
	0
	16

	LeMesurier
	2
	7
	1
	15


Meet Glenna

Glenna Jacobs and her husband Martin started curling five years ago when they were introduced to the sport by Pierre Cadorette.  Glenna says she loves CanFir because “they treat you like family!”.  Glenna and Martin have three children and six grandchildren (three sets of twins!).  Glenna was an elite gymnast when she was younger.  Glenna and Martin look forward to the next Kurling For Kids event when they will form a team with some of their grandkids.
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Meet Harvey

Harvey Artsob began curling during his PhD days at McGill when some of his fellow students in the Microbiology Department arranged curling games on rental ice. He found it to be great fun.   Harvey started curling on a regular basis at the High Park Club in Toronto in the 1970’s but really got into the swing of it when he lived in Ottawa where he curled three days a week including playing second on a men’s team at the Granite club.
Bob LeMesurier recruited Harvey to spare for CanFir two years ago.  Harvey became a full-time CanFir member in 2012. Prior to joining CanFir, the last time Harvey curled was in 1999 in Winnipeg, however he stopped curling as his  career involved him travelling a great deal.

Harvey was Director of the Zoonotic Diseases and Special Pathogens program at the National Microbiology Laboratory in Winnipeg with an adjunct Associate Professor appointment at the University of Manitoba.  His work included a combination of specialized laboratory testing on patients with suspected zoonotic infections and research. Harvey did a secondment at the World Health Organization in Geneva in 2005. He returned to Montreal in 2010. He has continued writing scientific articles (over 200 publications), the occasional book chapter and he is currently working on a short term contract for the Public Health Agency of Canada. Harvey resides in LaSalle with his two rescue cats.
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Meet Jo-ann

Jo-ann Mumford started curling in 1999 at MWCC.  She was introduced to the sport by her boyfriend, now her husband John Stone, when she would come out and cheer him on at his games. She gave it a try and loved it so much she joined a league the following year.  She stopped playing when they moved to Toronto and had two kids.  Jo-ann and John moved back to Montreal and Jo-ann now enjoys curling for CanFir.  She enjoys spending her spare time with family - her pride and joy!  In addition to curling, Jo-ann does zumba and cross-fit classes during the week to stay fit. 

Canfir wishes all curlers and their families a happy and healthy new year!

What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?


     January       2
-
Vice President’s Funspiel      
     February   12
- 
Calcutta - Skips to pick their teams

                                  19
-
Calcutta Auction night



     25-28          -
Calcutta

 Albert Einstein arrives at a party and introduces himself to the first person he sees and asks, "What is your IQ?" to which the man answers "241." 
"That is wonderful!," says Albert. "We will talk about the Grand Unification Theory and the mysteries of the Universe. We will have much to discuss!"
Next Albert introduces himself to a woman and asks, "What is your IQ?" To which the lady answers, "144." 
"That is great!," responds Albert. "We can discuss politics and current affairs. We will have much to discuss!"
Albert goes to another person and asks, "What is your IQ?" to which the man answers, "51." 
Albert responds, "How 'bout them Leafs?"

Random Thoughts during the month of December
It's coming!   No home delivery of mail.   We had a dog a few years ago.    She enjoyed barking when she saw the mailman.   We always knew when we had mail.   Her hearing was good but I don’t think she would have heard the mailman drop our mail in a community mail box at the top of our street.




Let's see now. It will take hundreds of millions of  $'s to repair the Big O.    And, some people in the construction industry have stolen hundreds or millions of our tax $'s.


Give these crooks an option: 20 years in jail or sentence them to live in the Big O and spend their stolen money to repair it.   They would be set free once the job is finished.

I can guarantee the job would be finished much, much quicker than forecast and would cost substantially less of their money than the estimates of costs we are hearing.



The PQ wants to protect Quebec culture by limiting the discounts on books by large stores for 9 months. Now if I saw a book I wanted and it cost $30 now but $15 in 9 months, I would wait the 9 months.   I don't think I would be alone with this kind of thinking.


Nelson Mandella died in December.   It reminded me about the visit Kathie and I made to South Africa 7 years ago. 


We visited Robben Island and stood in the jail cell where Nelson Mandella spent 18 of his 27 years in prison.   A very small cell for 18 years - 18 years!    Here’s a picture of the cell: 
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On another night we had dinner with a South African couple living comfortably near Cape Town.   I asked the husband what he thought of Mandela.   His answered really surprised us.   He called Mandella 'a killer'. It sure gave us an insight into how deep the hatred was between the blacks and the Africaaners. 

Makes it even more unbelievable that Mandela could show the forgiveness and compassion that he did.    He deserves all the praise he has received.
	                                If you wish to join the thousands who now receive the ROAR via email, just send me a      

                               note at  jimmatch@total.net and I will add your name to the list.  
	
	








