March 2016

Editor: Jim Matchett
Welcome March. Wasn't the weather in February
weird? Extremely cold then mild with rain. Back and
forth. Now we are in March and spring is not far away.
Still a lot of curling left though.

What Has Been Happening Around Here?
Much to the surprise of most of the curlers in our club,
the Ryan ladder team did not qualify for the Briar this
year to represent Quebec in the Canadian
championships. However, this has not deterred some of our current and former members from making
the trip to Ottawa.
Former president Myke Wilder is one of those. Myke has asked me to add the following to this
month's ROAR:
“I am looking for a rideshare to the championship weekend of the Brier in Ottawa. Hopefully
someone is leaving Montreal on Friday, March 11th and is coming home after the final on
Sunday night. Call (514) 489-8676 if you are going or know someone who is.”

8-Ender
Congratulations to J.B. Allard
Jim Doyle
Nacy Gallant
Bob Carson
The names of the opposition that
February 11th night are, mercifully,
withheld.

Mike: What’s the matter?
Matt: My wife says I’m driving her
nuts. She told me to get out of her
kitchen. She hates when I want to go
shopping with her.
And my kids…they hate it when I walk to
school with them. They say it’s
embarrassing.
Mike: Well you do play for the Toronto Maple Leafs, don't you!

Here's a message from our President
Mark Romer:
As March comes roaring in, it is time to prepare
for the Shamrock – one of our favorite events of
the season! I took the photo at the right during
the Calcutta after Jim returned to our club for
the first time since his accident. I feel it conveys
the character of the MWCC perfectly. We are a
fun group who enjoy the sport of curling and the
company of our fellow members! …and we like
to smile a lot! So to keep you smiling, the board
has decided to shake things up for our annual
Closing Dinner and Awards Evening
this April 30.
Dinner (7pm-closing)
The dinner this year will be offered
FREE of CHARGE for club members!
This is our way to say thank you for
being awesome members! Guests will
be charged $25 and there is a limit of 1
guest per member. We have a limit of
100 persons for this dinner and it is first
come, first served...so sign up early on
the club bulletin board.
Awards (5-7pm)
This year we are planning to
acknowledge and celebrate all our
leagues during the Awards event the
evening of the closing dinner. In
addition to the Ladder, President's & VP
Funspiel awards, we will present the top
awards/trophies from each of our other
club leagues including the EHL,
Wilkinson, TGIF, Mixed Day, Day
Ladies, Juniors and Instructional. We
encourage members from all our groups
to come and celebrate together. The
award event is open to all members
regardless if you are staying for dinner
or not so come and raise a glass to our
great year together.

Match
Here's a report from Match Chairman, Stewart Yaxley:
Lyle Bradford Calcutta 2016
The 2016 edition of the Lyle Bradford Calcutta was filled with excitement (and despair) as some of the
long shots prevailed over the favorites on opening night. This tournament was as much fun behind the
glass as it was on the ice! Team owners and syndicate heads gazed at the sheets casting positive vibes
(or donning paper bags in shame) while their teams tried to recover from big deficits.
As the week drew to a close, four teams were left standing to play in the ‘A’ Section :



Zack Wise vs Marc Philion,
Trevor Murray vs Dave Dubeau.

During the Thursday finals, Team Wise beat Team Philion to win the top prize.
The A Consolation Winners were Team Murray, B
Winners Team Hall and C Winners Team Cohen. The
D section played on Wednesday Night and Team Erin
Ryan was victorious after a rough week of challenging
games! Congratulations to all participants!
Team Photos & Players on the next pages!
The winning syndicate was led by none other than
Zack Wise (who bought his own team), and brought
home the tidy sum of $1,582!
The event netted $675 for the club, as well as paying
out for a variety of winners in the pari-mutuel, exacta
and other team betting.
Special thanks are due to many individuals, both during, prior and after the tournament:
Ed and Sandra Jones for their unfailing support and advice on various matters, exacta, parimutuel, auction, and closing dinner,
Mark Romer and MWCC Board support for communications,
Rob Philion for draw and sharing prior years experiences and pitfalls,
Jeff Cohen and his “Draws for all Seasons”,
Jim Matchett for the tip sheets and comments,
Howard Davidson, Gerry Sims, and Bill Bedford for auction support and cash activities as well
and to all the helpful volunteers throughout.
My wife and I had words but I didn’t get to use mine.

Lyle Bradford
Calcutta
February 1-4, 2016
A Winners
J.B. Allard
Gord Bowles
Steven Fagan
Zack Wise (skip)
A Finalists
Angie Marszalek
Nacy Gallant
Daniel Philion
Marc Philion (skip)

A Consolation Winners
Bonnie Soutar
Erika DiDonato
Don Sproule
Trevor Murray (skip)
A Consolation Finalists
Joe Balogh
Mike Farsidakis
Stewart Yaxley
Dave Dubeau (skip)

B Winners
François Monarque
Simon Marcotte
Trish Dempsey
Alex Hall (skip)

B Finalists
Ron McKenna
Mike McKeown
Maxime Betournay
Steve Holdaway (skip)
C Winners
Chris Morrin
Doug Allen
Howie Myers
Jeff Cohen (skip)
C Finalists
Joëlle Green
Brett Fraser
Mark Romer
Russ Haliburton (skip)

D Winners
Anne-Marie Belanger
Mike Allen
Shelley Walsh
Erin Ryan (skip)
D Finalists
Harvey Artsob
François Martel
Norm Savoie
Scott Grafton (skip)

Shamrock 2016
The Shamrock returns again this year, with its notable Irish theme! The draws are set to begin the 14 th
of March and run right through the week.
If you want to field a team, and have not yet entered…or…you want to play and don’t have a team,
please contact Stewart Yaxley ASAP. The tournament is filling up, and as of this writing we already
have 19 teams committed to win the elite club trophy.
Travelers 2016
Our club has committed to put itself to the test again this year, and both women's and men's teams are
vying for victory. In the women’s competition, the rink of Gloria Toteda narrowly beat the rink of
Erin Ryan. On the Men’s side, the Phil Fajertag rink defeated the rink of Steve Holdaway to capture
the top spot. The winning teams were:
Dominique Jean (spare/fifth)
Reine Lallouz (lead)
Shelley Walsh (second)
Joann Berg (third)
Gloria Toteda (skip)

Rob Philion (lead)
Greg Stachura (second)
Alex Hall (third)
Phil Fajertag (skip)

Both winning teams will participate in the Travelers final, March 3-6 at both Lachine and St. Lambert
Curling Clubs. Best of luck to all.
Instructor to trainee park ranger: “You see an enraged grizzly bear approaching a group of
tourists. What steps do you take?”
Park ranger: “Large ones in the opposite direction.”
Ladder 2016
Already two months down! With the Shamrock and Calcutta, the Ladder round-robin is almost
complete for the second half.
As Match Chairman I would like to remind all teams to mark their scores otherwise all unmarked
games will be written as a DUAL LOSS! Please take the time to check the posted schedules at the
club, and ensure your rink’s results are properly documented!!
After the Shamrock, the end-of-year tournament will begin to determine the club champions, leading
up to both Grafton-Hunt and Past President’s finals.
Best of luck to all rinks!
Want more INFO and PHOTOS ? Click on
these links to check out our

Website,

Facebook &, Twitter sites or click any
blue text in this ROAR document!

Kurling 4 Kids
Here is a report from Nacy Gallant:
The Big Day is fast approaching! April 2nd is just around the corner. As of press time (Feb.24th) we
had 21 confirmed teams entered for our 18th annual fundraising bonspiel. Our goal is to have a full
complement of 24 teams. Anyone interested in entering a team please contact Nacy Gallant or John
Stone. [see our website for info]
Our objective this year is $330,000!! We need everyone's generosity to help us reach or surpass this
lofty goal. We've always beat the challenge in the past.
If you are unable to curl, you can still help us by buying or selling tickets for a chance to win some
great prizes and/or by making a donation on line at www.kurlingforkids.com (A tax receipt will be
issued automatically for all donations of $20.00 or more.). You can also support us by putting an ad
(or a copy of your business card) in our booklet. You can do this by contacting Nacy for information
on rates.
Montreal West's club members have the reputation of being number one in their support. So, once
again, we are asking you to open those purse strings in support of this fundraising event. Remember
IT'S ALL FOR THE KIDS!!!!!
A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at the grocery store,
but she couldn't find one big enough for her family.
She asked a stock boy: “Do these turkeys get any bigger?”
The stock boy replied: “No ma'am, they're dead."

Ice
Here's a report from Greg Kehoe
We continue to have one of the best ice surfaces in the city....very keen ice
with lots of curl....I'm finding a bit more dust on the ice this year....I've
changed the dry mops more than I ever have but in a week they are filthy
again...I guess the volunteer army will be taking turns up on the scaffold this
summer cleaning the ceiling....might as well start our list early!!!
On a good note... on February 9th the 40+ Mixed Day league
celebrated long time club member Bert Mombourquette's 89th
birthday....up until this season Bert still slid out of the hack....and still
can shoot 110 over 18 holes of golf in the summer...remembers the
starting line-up for the 1940 New York Yankees.....Congratulations
Bert!!! We want to know if there is any truth to the story that your
Social Insurance Number is 000 000 002

Building and Grounds
Here is a report from Jim Doyle:
As you know, one of the 11 sections of the roof has sprung a leak and water has been dripping into
several pans on the floor at the top of the stairs. We have received quotes to replace 9 sections and have
applied to the town for a permit to get the work done. We will hopefully get the permit soon.
As background, two of the basins were replaced about 5 years ago to stop water from dripping into the
kitchen and near the windows outside the kitchen, and down into the area where teams congregate after
games on sheet D.
Depending on the weather they will either immediately replace the roofing in the area that is leaking or
do all 9 sections at once.
A man was just waking up from anaesthesia after surgery, and his wife was sitting by his side.
His eyes fluttered open and he said, “You’re beautiful.” Then, he fell asleep again.
His wife never heard him say that before, so she stayed by his side. A few minutes later his eyes
fluttered open and he said, “You’re cute.” His wife was disappointed because it was ‘cute’ this
time instead of ‘beautiful’.
She asked, “What happened to ‘beautiful’? The man replied, “The drugs are wearing off.”

Day Ladies
Submitted by Rosemary Cochrane
On what turned out to be one of the coldest days of this up-and-down winter, the Day Ladies gathered to
remember Dale Wong, by visiting some of her favourite spots along the Lachine Canal. Until her death
last January, Dale was an active curler, our 2015-2016 Vice-President and a regular contributor to the
Day Ladies section of the MWCC website. Always willing to share with us her time and her talent, be it
in photography, computer graphics, or how to place the dessert cutlery, she will indeed be missed. The
legacy of her infectious enthusiasm will colour
our activities for a long time to come.
Welcome to new member, Beth Kotis, fresh
from the instruction of Sandra Jones.
Round 2 of the Monday Ladder saw Team
Jones and Team Hughes tied at the top. Now,
with the completion of Round 3, Team Hughes
has edged ahead, with Team Percy holding
steady in third position.
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The PAST PRESIDENT’S COMPETITION
finished with these results:
Winners
Beth Kotis
Carol Voss
Susan Hussey
Karen Hall-Moon

Runners-Up
Laurence Hogue
Mary Johnston
Wendy Yarnell
Cathy Hughes

Thank you to all for coming out in great numbers
to our February Luncheon Bridge, ably hosted by
Susan Hussey and Sandra Jones. Don’t forget to sign up on the bulletin boards for our next Luncheon
Bridge taking place on Wednesday, March 9. Everyone is invited to participate – men and women!
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled they cannot have a nativity scene in Washington, D.C. This
wasn’t for any religious reasons. They couldn’t find three wise men and a virgin.

Mixed Day Curling
Interclub - Here's a report from Chip Mowat:
On Jan 29 we were at Lachine where we won 1. Our winning team was:
 Jean-Marie Martin, Gerry Sabourin, Maureen Custy and Harvey Artsob
On Feb 5 Royal Montreal visited us and we won 2 of 3. Our winning teams were:
 Jean-Marie Martin, Robbie Sproule, Martin Jacobs and Elise Thomas,
 Gerry Sabourin, Guy Quintal, Maureen Custy and Bert Mombourquette
On Feb 11 we were at VMR where we won 1. Our winning team was:
 Dave Dubeau, Gerry Sabourin, Chester Sawczyszyn and Joe Balogh
On Feb 17 St Lambert visited us and we won 1 and tied 1. Our winning team was:
 Dave Dubeau, Bob Carson, Bert Mombourquette and Joe Balogh,
Our tying team was:
 Jean-Marie Martin, Robbie Sproule, Ray Dubrule and Maureen Custy
On Feb 24 Hudson Legion/Rosemere visited us we won 2, tied 1 and lost 1. Our winning teams were:
 Jean-Marie Martin, Gerry Sabourin, Maureen Custy and Ron McKenna,
 Peter Graham, Pierre Dufour, Joe Balogh & Claude Labrecque,
Our tying team was:
 James Botsford, Rick Hughes, Ray Dubrule and Elise Thomas
On Feb 25 we were supposed to be at Hudson Whitlock but the game was cancelled. As of the middle of
February we were still in 6th place in the 13 team league.
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Instructional

Here's a report from Jim Doyle:
The class members have formed two teams for the Shamrock and I am hoping for a 3rd.
We had 4 people join the class on Mondays. Most members of the class are now sparing in one or more
evening and day groups so things are progressing well. We have had many compliments on the calibre
of play and enthusiasm of these Greens.
We will start the green singles competition after the Shamrock.
A huge debt of gratitude is owed to the instructors, Carla, Sophie and Alan for their continued
dedication and the results that are being achieved.
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her mother: “Why is the bride
dressed in white?"
“Because white is the color of happiness, and today is the happiest day of her life."
The child thought about this for a moment, then said, “So why is the groom wearing black?"

Wilkinson

Here's a report from Jim Doyle:
We are two weeks into the last full session and all is well.

TGIF
Here is a report from Randy Fraser
TGIF had a successful 2nd session, which featured an unprecedented number of tied games. When all
the dust settled the final standings were...
First (with 10 points)
 Norm Savoie, Martin Monarque, Joelle Green and Laura Kobayashi.
Second (also with 10 points)
 Robert Assaly, Mike Lio, Patricia Cogan and Greg Smith.
Third (with 8 points)
 Craig Brander, Randy Fraser, Francine Jones and Jonathan Knight, with help from Julian Pancu.
Fourth (with 7 points)
 Paula Percy, Francois Monarque, Phil Leroux and Rinetta Lio.
Fifth (with 5 points)
 Brett Fraser, Dale Huston, Lester Shepherd, and Georgia George.
For our final session of the year we are planning to stretch to 6 teams, with new lineups.
I'm at that age where my biological urge has become an occasional nudge.
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Junior Curling
Here's a report from Trish Dempsey:
As the season progresses, our Juniors are more
and more present in club-wide events:
Simon Marcotte played in the Calcutta, and won
the B final with his team. Our competitive
Juniors were also busy on Valentine's Day
weekend; Team Jean competed in the OVCA
Superspiel and Team Bell played on home ice in
the Leprechaun Junior Bonspiel.
Dominique Jean and her team (Claudie Gobeil-Tremblay, Julie Fortin and Laura Girard-Côté,
coached by Pascale Dumais) won silver at the OVCA Superspiel in Mont Bruno midFebruary. Congratulations, girls!
To fit with the 1990’s theme at the MWCC Leprechaun Junior Bonspiel, Danny Bell, Tyler Watson,
Simon Marcotte, and Tyler Rowley (coached by Trish Dempsey) curled in suits to represent the Men
In Black (or "Boyz in Black" as they were more colloquially referred to). They had the best shootout
score in their pool, and walked away from the
round robin with 1 win, 1 tie and 1 loss - despite
having won the tournament previously. They
JUST missed the playoffs this year. The Boyz
are looking forward to playing in the upcoming
Shamrock spiel.
A number of Little Rock curlers will be playing
some friendly interclub events in the next few
weeks against other local clubs, including
Glenmore, Hudson Legion, Mont Bruno, St.
Lambert, Laval sur Le Lac, Pointe Claire and
Vankleek Hill - stay tuned for results in the next
ROAR.
And now for a special report....
On February 20th, 66 players participated in the 29th Annual MWCC Junior Invitational Curling
Funspiel (formerly known as the Wankers). This funspiel brings together curlers and curler wannabees
for an evening of entertaining curling and good sportsmanship to raise money in support of the junior
program. The funds raised enable the junior program to cover costs of entertaining teams into outside
bonspiels so that our juniors gain game experience. Proceeds from the event have not yet been tallied
but everyone had a lot of fun and $129 was raised through our half-and-half sale.
For the first time in remembered history of this spiel, there was a tie for last place. Team Mackenzie
and Team Emond faced off in a coin toss, where the losing team was declared the 'Wanker' team. This
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event would not have been so successful without volunteers and generous sponsors.






1st place team: Peter Fontaine, Nicole Fontaine, Richard Fontaine, Joey Coombs
2nd place team: Dominique Jean, Chris Lambert, Daisy Lambert, Emma Lambert
3rd place team: Janet Walpole, Ozzie Eliashiu, Rami Amir, Samantha Neumann
"Wanker" team: (last place overall): Lucas Mackenzie, Patrick Jean, Eric Brown, Ying Feng
Honourable Mention: Liz Emond, Laurent Bibeaj, Pierre Hobson, Valerie Lafortune

The Junior Committee (especially Janet) deeply thanks
the following volunteers:
Normand Marcotte, Gail Spence, Bettina Karpel, Norm
Savoie, Mel Marier, Susan Reed, Zack Wise.
Key sponsors: CN, The Keg Steakhouse and Bar,
McGill Redbird Sports Shop, NDG YMCA, BNSF
Railway, Norm Savoie, MWCC junior curler parents.
Thanks to everyone who made this event possible!
Coming up in March:



March 12 - Myke Wilder In-house League game (and regular Little Rocks practice)
March 19 - No Junior (Shamrock finals)

For more information, feel free to contact any member of the Junior Committee and check out our Junior
Page on the MWCC Website
Think about this..., No one ever says "”It's only a game" when his team is winning.

Carpet Bowling
Here's a report from Kathy Hardiman:
Carpet Bowling continues to meet regularly every Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:30am – 11:30am
except for one morning recently which we cancelled owing to the ‘plop, plop’ of water descending from
the roof of the Club.
Our four new members seem to be enjoying the game, and we are always on the look-out for more
members to join our group.
We extend an invitation to curlers who may retire from curling to try out Carpet Bowling. It may look
like there’s nothing to it, but it being the same principle as Curling then a ‘Curler’ already has an edge
over someone who has not curled!
Our season is winding down and will end mid-April when we look forward to our closing luncheon.
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One way to pay less tax…..earn less.

What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?
March

April

3-6 Travellers Finals
9 Day Ladies' St. Patrick's luncheon bridge
14-19 Shamrock Bonspiel
23 Super Senior's Bonspiel
2

Kurling 4 Kids

A married couple went to the hospital to have their baby delivered. Upon their arrival, the doctor said
he had invented a new machine that would transfer a portion of the mother's labour pain to the father.
He asked if they were willing to try it out. They were both very much in favour of it.
The doctor set the knob to 10 percent for starters, explaining that even 10 percent was probably more
pain than the father had ever experienced before. But as the labour progressed, the husband felt fine,
so he asked the doctor to go ahead and bump it up a notch.
The doctor then adjusted the machine to 20 percent pain transfer. The husband was still feeling fine.
The doctor checked the husband's blood pressure and pulse and was amazed at how well he was doing.
At this, they decided to try for 50 percent.
The husband continued to feel quite well. Since it was obviously helping out his wife considerably, he
encouraged the doctor to transfer ALL the pain to him. The wife delivered a healthy baby with virtually
no pain. She and her husband were ecstatic.
When they got home, they found the mailman dead on their porch.
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