
  






November 2013
November is here.   Halloween is over so the masks can come off now.    The way some of us have been curling so far maybe we should be keeping our masks on to hide our identity.   I hope you don’t fit into this category.    
What Has Been Happening Around Here?
Past President, Al Gagnon, telephoned to tell me he had another bout in the hospital in late September but he is out now and feeling pretty good although he has lost a lot of weight.  

He asked me to pass his good wishes to everyone at the club.   You are always in his thoughts. 

Congratulations to Alex Hall.   This time it is not for curling but for baseball.   His Concordia team lost a heartbreaking 1-0 final game to the winners in the University Baseball Championship held recently in Windsor Ontario.  Alex is the shortstop on the team.  

An elderly looking gentleman, (mid eighties) very well dressed, hair well groomed, great looking suit, flower in his lapel, smelling slightly of a good after shave, presenting a well-looked-after image, walks into an upscale cocktail lounge.

Seated at the bar is an elderly looking lady.

The gentleman walks over, sits along side of her, orders a drink, takes a sip, turns to her and says, "So tell me, do I come here often?"
Message from our President, Robert Williams
Welcome back, I trust everyone had a wonderful summer.

In an effort to make your experience in the club a special one, we have made several improvements to the ice shed, lounge area and administration office. 

I would like to thank the countless number of volunteers who dedicated their time, energy and sweat over the summer months to maintain this Club in excellent working order.  Many thanks to Jack Ford, Joe Balogh, Bill Bedford, Judy Carson, Bob Carson, Rex Carson, Mike Dowd, Jim Doyle, Ed Jones, Francine Jones, Greg Kehoe, Al Kmec, Claude Labrecque, Anne Mitchell and anyone that I may have overlooked.  

On Saturday October 26th, we celebrated the start of the new curling season with our annual Opening Dinner. Approximately 35 people were in attendance, including 9 honorary Past Presidents of the club.  Pierre Dufour was presented with his Past President’s pin for his service as President throughout the last 2 years.

Overall, the meal was quite enjoyable and lots of friendly banter was exchanged.  A good time was had by all. 

Special thanks to Erin Ryan, Kerry Laughlin, Heather Boyle (and her son) for the great organization and success of the evening.  As always, thanks to Kari Parm behind the bar for providing the evening’s refreshments.

Mark your calendars now for COMEDY NIGHT which will take place at the club on Saturday, November 9th.  A sign-up sheet with further details will be posted shortly in the lounge.

This is going to be a very exciting season for curling fans with the Scotties being held in Montreal (February 1-9) and the Winter Olympics in Sochi (February 7-23).  

It is my honor serve as your President and I look forward to enjoying a successful curling season together. 

How many mystery writers does it take to change a light bulb?

Two.   One to screw it in almost all the way and another to give it a surprise twist at the end

Message from Match Chairman, Kevin Alladin

Sparing Clarification

There has been some confusion on the sparing rules in the Brier format.   The rule is that anybody not playing in your draw, that is eligible, may spare for you.

Grand Match and Grande Dame

Club entry deadline was October 31st.    As this ROAR was in production on this date, I do not have a count of the number of teams we have entered this year.

President’s Opening Funspeil
There were over 64 participants this year.  It was one of the largest opening bonspiels in recent club history.   Winners of the A section were:



Michael Farsidakis


Dale Huston


Paula Percy


Mark Fajertag
Message from Ice Chairman Greg Kehoe

Anyone interested in learning how to pebble and knip the ice between evening draws and the occasional weekend please contact me at greg_kehoe@hotmail and we can meet some evening, probably a Monday, for some quick and easy instruction....Thank you.
What is the difference between the Panama Canal and the Republican Tea Party’s
 Sarah Palin?

The Panama Canal is a busy ditch.
2014 Scotties Tournament of Hearts

Here is a report from Cathy Hughes:

The preparations for the tournament are well under way.   The 1st volunteer rally was held at the end of September at the Maurice Richard Arena.   A total of 210 volunteers were processed.    The day also provided the volunteers with an opportunity to meet their area directors.
A huge thank you to members of the Montreal West Curling Club who came to the arena to make the day run as smoothly as possible:

Volunteer Rally:  
Glenn Schroder (Director)

Greeters: 

Erin Ryan and Trish Dempsey
Registration Desk:  
Judy Carson and Barbara Gallant
Payments: 

John Ford
Uniform sizing: 
Nacy Gallant (Merchandising Director), Marg Ford,
Karen Fagen, Dale Wong and Sharon Smith

I am pleased to report that 41 Montreal West Curling Club members have registered to be volunteers for the Scotties.  This is wonderful and I am very proud of them.
As of now there are 325 volunteers on board but we are still short some 175  -  most of them in Bar Services, Banking Services and Transportation. 
Please contact either Kevin Alladin or me, Cathy Hughes, with any questions you might have about volunteering.

Wife:   Don’t be so impolite.  You yawned 5 times while I was speaking.

Husband:  I wasn’t yawning.  I was trying to say something.

Day Ladies

Here is a report from Rosemary Cochrane
Our Opening Coffee Party, hosted by the Match Committee, took place on Wednesday, October 2.   Along with the current members, we were pleased to welcome two new members, Marion Dean and Mary Sutherland, recently of Wednesday EHL, and also returning former-member, Elise Thomas. The increase in membership is allowing us to mount an additional team this year.    

Fun Day on October 8, ably organized by Angela Geoffredo and Laurence Hogue, was exactly that – fun.  Two days later we were equally appreciative as Sandra Jones put us through our paces during the annual Curling Clinic. 

Match Chair, Karen Hall-Moon, and Assistant Match, Rosemary Cochrane, are easing us  into the season with two 6-ender series, Mix Sticks and Merry-Go-Round, aimed to familiarize us with each other and with the art of delivering with the stick, should we need that concession to extend our curling days (in future years, I hope).  

On Wednesday, October 9, the Executive Committee hosted the season’s first Luncheon Bridge, graciously convened by VP Bonnie Allen.   Our Social Members host the next Bridge on Wednesday, November 13.   

Whew!   With preliminaries behind us, let the real curling begin.

Comedy Night
Here’s a note from Erin Ryan:
Get ready for a fun night on November 9th at 7:00 p.m.   Once again we will be having a Comedy Night.   It’s always a great time.  

Ticket prices are $25.
Don’t miss it.  
What should you take from 7 to make it even?

The ‘ S”.   (come on – think about it)
Mixed Day Curling

Our interclub curling has begun.   Let’s see how it is going so far:  
We opened the inter-club season at Baie d'Urfe winning 2 of 3 matches.   The winning teams were:

Maureen Custy

Jacques Lacroix

Ray Dubrule


Ed. Crosbie

Rick Hughes


Bob Carson

James Botsford

Dave Dubeau
To protect the innocent, the losing team will not be mentioned.

At Mount Bruno, we won only 1 of the 3 games played.   The winning team was: 

 
Claude Labrecque

Ray Dubrule

Richard Hughes

James Botsford
Even though I have been asked by his teammates to report this, I will not mention that Dave Dubeau skipped one of the losing teams.    

Junior Curling

The Junior season is off to a great start!  Many familiar faces were present at the open house, despite conflicting schedules with having to write high school entrance exams. In only two weeks of curling we have already seen over twenty juniors on the ice, including at least four new members – we are expecting more as the season progresses.

In early October, at their first spiel of the year, Team Jean (Dominique Jean, 
Emily Riley, Dominique Renaud and Melissa Dunn, coached by Gloria Toteda) finished in third place at the St-Lambert Curl-In. Team Jean won the consolation game and walked away with the Bronze, which earned them points toward qualifying for the Canada Games in 2015.


The Myke Wilder League will be starting up again in November.  Participating Juniors will play 6-end games, at least once each month, to earn points throughout the season. Out of the twenty Juniors that participated last season (2012-13), the top four players were: Simon Marcotte (who ranked first for the second year in a row!), Tyler Watson, Douglas Levin and Christopher Byrne. These players have been added to the trophy, which can be found in the MWCC lounge, and we look forward to adding four new names in April 2014 – stay tuned to find out who they will be!

If you know of any young prospects, please extend our invitation for them to come and give curling a try (Saturdays 11h30-12h30), and our experienced coaches will ensure their first experience on the ice is a great one!

For more information, feel free to contact the Junior Committee:

Chair: Michel Jean (514-694-8494 or micheljean59@sympatico.ca) 
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca) 
Big Rocks: Trish Dempsey (514-489-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com) 
Treasurer: Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca) 
Secretary/Membership: Gloria Toteda (450-462-2213 or glowcan@netzero.com)
Message from our Treasurer, John Ford

Please remember that November 15th is the deadline for the payment of membership dues. 

The police reported the theft of a shipment of filing cabinets, document folders, and labelling machines.  It is believed to be the work of organized crime.   

Wilkinson

Wilkinson MATCH League

The Wilkinson MATCH League began playing with 4 teams this October.   We are hoping to expand to 6 teams.    We are looking for 5 additional interested members.  
MATCH teams are organized by a committee according to curling ability.   Club members can sign up as individuals or as couples who wish to play together.   The typical mixed format (alternating males and females) is not being applied.  Teams will be rearranged several times over the season so members will have the opportunity to play with different team-mates and in different positions.  

Our league alternates early and late draws with the Wilkinson MIXED League on Friday nights.   Spares will be organized and assigned according to ability and availability by the organizing committee.   Come and join the fun on Friday nights! 

For more info please speak to Anne Mitchell , Ann Anderson [ann_david.anderson@sympatico.ca] or Mark Romer [mark.romer@mcgill.ca]
Wilkinson Mixed League

We have now had 4 weeks of play in the Wilkinson Mixed.   In the Team section, Team Walpole is ahead of Teams Holdaway and Team John Ford. 

We are holding our Halloween party on November 1st and are hoping that all curlers will come with costumes. There will be games and prizes.
Instructional League

Here is a report from Jim Doyle:

Six of the 11 people who said that they would join were present on Monday evening for the first class.   Carla Dempsey ran a spectacular class and everyone had fun, even if they were a bit stiff the next day.

If you have friends who would like to try curling the classes are at 6:30 p.m. every Monday.
The DA stared at the jury, unable to believe the "not guilty" verdict he'd just heard. Bitterly, he asked, "What possible excuse could you have for acquitting this man?" 

The foreman answered, "Insanity." 

The DA responded, still incredulous, "I could understand that.... but all twelve of you?" 


SPA Curling

Here are the standings as at October 27th: 

Position
Team


Won
Lost
Tied      Points


     1

James Botsford
  2          1          0             7


     1

Jean Marie Martin
  2          1          0             7

                 1

Rich Hughes

  2          1          0             7


     1

Dianne Huculak
  2          1          0             7
                 5

Marc Dozois

  1          2          0             5


     5

Maxime Betournay
  1          2          0             5

                 7

Gary Palamar

  1          1          0             4

     7

Howie Myers

  1          1          0             4
Canfir Curling League
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The curling season is underway and off to a great start.  For the first time ever, Canfir hosted a preseason curling clinic on October 6 which was a huge success.  Many thanks to the skips who offered their knowledge on sliding, delivery and sweeping.  It was a great learning experience.
Congrats to Adam Keeler for winning best costume for Halloween.  He was certainly a “trooper” to play in his army uniform.
Team Boyd is in the lead so far, with a four-way tie for second place.  You can tell it’s still early in the season.
Standings as of October 27 are as follows:

	Team Name
	Wins
	Losses
	Ties
	Points

	Danny Boyd
	2
	0
	0
	6

	Rob Williams
	1
	1
	0
	4

	James Clark
	1
	1
	0
	4

	Luc Arseneau
	1
	1
	0
	4

	Pierre Cadorette
	1
	1
	0
	4

	Bob LeMesurier
	0
	2
	0
	2


If you are interested in sparing for Canfir (Sundays from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm), please contact the Canfir Committee at Canfircurling@gmail.com.  And don’t forget to check out our page on Facebook.  
Good curling to all!

All people who curl instead of going to church on Sundays will be glad to know that curling is a legitimate religious activity, with scriptural sanction. For example, the Bible
speaks to the beginner who is assigned as Lead:

"He that is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone." 
What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?


   November  6

-
Mixed Day Curling 2nd District Bonsiel



          9
-
Comedy Night


        15
-
Membership payments due

A nice, calm and respectable lady went into the pharmacy, walked up to the pharmacist, looked straight into his eyes, and said, "I would like to buy some cyanide." 


The pharmacist asked, "Why in the world do you need cyanide?"   The lady replied, "I need it to poison my husband." 


The pharmacist's eyes got big and he exclaimed, "Lord have mercy!   I can't give you cyanide to kill your husband.    That's against the law.   They'll throw both of us in jail!  All kinds of bad things will happen.    Absolutely not!   You CANNOT have any cyanide!" 

The lady reached into her purse and pulled out a picture of her husband in bed with the pharmacist's wife.    The pharmacist looked at the picture and replied, 
 
"Well now, that's different. You didn't tell me you had a prescription.

Random Thoughts during the month of October.

The other day I heard one person ask another person what time it was on his wristwatch. You don't hear the ‘wrist’ part that often anymore. I guess it originated when people had pocket watches.   I wonder how many other words just seem to disappear and we are surprised when we hear them again.   Our grandchildren look at us wondering what world we came from.
Another change is the use of the word ‘fun’.  It sounds strange when I hear someone saying “it’s so fun.”    When did that change from “it’s so much fun.”?    



Did you ever notice that more and more people, when they cross the road at a stop sign at a corner, don't bother looking at the oncoming cars because the cars are supposed to stop.   Such trust!     One day these people, who were in the right, ..... will try to explain this to everyone who is visiting them in the hospital.



When a company brags about face lifting operations or a miracle pimple remover it usually shows a before and an after picture.   The ‘before’ face is never smiling and the ‘after’  face is always smiling.   Isn't this false advertising?    I always wonder what the pictures would look like if the smiles were reversed.


Did you ever hear a person say....."For me, personally”    Doesn't the ‘for me’ part mean you, personally?   What is the difference between "for me......and “for me personally”? But, for me, personally, I don't care,



Do politicians ever answer a question directly?   When they are asked for a simple ‘yes or no’ you will never hear them reply with that simple answer.  
	                                If you wish to join the thousands who now receive the ROAR via email, just send me a      

                               note at  jimmatch@total.net and I will add your name to the list.  

	
	








