Editor: Jim Matchett
Well, we are into November. Everyone should be in
top form by now. Of course, like me, your top form
may not be a good as some of the other curlers' top
form. So what! As long we are having fun. . and, as
Winston Churchill once said, “Success is the ability to
go from one failure to another with no loss of
enthusiasm.”

What Has Been Happening Around Here?
Some news about 2 of our former presidents:
Al Gagnon [1987] was hospitalized in late September. While his health has improved since he was
admitted, he is still not well enough to return home. Last week he was transferred to the Sunrise
Beaconsfield Residence.
Mike Homonko [1994] suffered a mild stroke in the latter part of September. He spent
some time in the Lakeshore General Hospital but he is now home enjoying Alice's cooking.
I'm sure you are with me in sending our prayers and best wishes to both of them for a speedy
recovery.

Congratulations to Kerry Laughlin and her 1980-1981 Concordia

Women’s Hockey Team who were recently inducted into the Concordia
Sports Hall of Fame. Kerry held the team together for many years with her
goaltending skills and she has shared these skills with Canadiens' goalie
Kerry Price. Good job Kerry!!

KUDOS

Also, Congratulations to Dave Coombs and his wife Tanya on the
birth of twin boys, Maximillian Franklin and Victor Neal, on October 16.
Mother and babies are doing well and Dave is expected to recover when the
boys have finished university.
“I hope you didn’t take it personally, Reverend,” an embarrassed
woman said after a church service, “when my husband walked out
during your sermon..”
“I did find it rather disconcerting,” the preacher replied.
“It’s not a reflection on you,” insisted the churchgoer.
“Ralph has been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child. “

Check out our Facebook Page

http://tinyurl.com/m6q5pjj
and our
Website
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Here's a message from our President,
Mark Romer
The first month has passed and I am starting to breathe
a little easier. Our Open House was a great success as
it attracted over 40 potential new curlers to the club!
Welcome to all the curlers who are joining the MWCC
family! The Golf tournament was also well-attended
and featured a BBQ with the “President’s Team”
grilling steaks for a hungry crowd! Kudos to event
organizer Shelley and to Chefs Greg & Rob for a job
well done!
We kicked the first week off with an exciting
President’s Funspiel. Our Match Chairman Stewart
provided me with a great team but I was not yet in
prime curling shape and we finished off the podium despite winning 2 out of 3 games!
Mid October saw all the leagues start their
seasons with a variety of new formats. The
EHL has expanded to 2 draws – an
indication of the popularity of our house
league! We are looking for curlers to share
the ice & warm up the house on the late draw
(make up games, extra practice time, rentals,
etc.), so come and play!.
Our Opening dinner was a blast from the
past with Hats ruling the night! Check out all
the reports & photos in the following pages,
and have a great November!

2015 Upgrades
The electrical
controls before
and after the
major upgrade.
See the last page
of this ROAR for
the hazards of
aging electrical
systems.
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Building and Grounds
Here's a report from Jim Doyle:
The new windows have made a huge difference in the warmth
of the building. We hope to get the finishing touches completed
by the end of the first week of November. One window has
cracked and will be replaced in about 5 weeks.
The garage has been cleaned of junk that had been around for
years. Many thanks to Greg Kehoe, Anne Mitchell and the
crew.

Golf Tournament
October 3rd was the day the golfers of our club were looking
forward to. It was our Annual Golf Tournament at
Caughnawaga Golf Club.
October 3rd was the day the groundskeepers at the
Caughnawaga Golf Club were not looking forward to. Would
their nice fairways and greens ever be the same again?
Even the squirrels had a meeting. They decided the safest
place for them would be the centre of the fairways.
It was a little windy and cool but all 46 golfers who had
committed to play showed up and played despite the
groundskeepers' efforts to make them believe the course was
closed.
65 showed up for the dinner at the club. The groundskeepers
were not invited. A few of the squirrels were seen trying to
cross the Mercier Bridge on their way to the dinner but they lost
their way amongst all of the pylons along the way.
Oh yes! The golf scores:
Lowest score was Team Fraser –
Brett Fraser, Erica Didonato, Sean Fraser and Mario.
Closest to the Pin - Brian Williams
Putting Contest - Trevor Murray
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The dinner was excellent with the steaks grilled by our President
Mark Romer, Past President Rob Williams and Vice President Greg
Stachura.
Shelley Walsh deserves a lot of credit for organizing this fun
event. She sends her thanks to:




Zack Wise and Stephen Wise for the donation of the awesome
Olive Oil for prizes
Jim Doyle for his donation of a HUGE bottle of
Vodka. (Shelley is trying to find out where the winner,
Rosemary Cochrane, lives.)
All the awesome volunteers, Nancy Duplessis, Bonnie Soutar,
Nacy Gallant, Nancy Williams, Melissa Weaver, Brian
Williams, Rob Williams, Mark Romer. (Shelley said she has never had so many helpers in the
kitchen. It was great.)

Even though the groundskeepers may disagree, we hope to see everyone back next year and hopefully
some new ones too.
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

Open House
Here is a report from Bonnie Soutar:
This years’ Open House days were Oct 3rd, 4th and 5th and our
club was action central as our Sunday leagues shared the ice &
lounge with open house visitors. Overall interest was high with 27
potential instructional candidates, 8 in other leagues and 6 for the
juniors.
Thanks to all members present who talked to guests or took them
out on the ice – Joanne Berg, Jim Doyle, Dale Houston, Nacy
Gallant, Mark Romer, Rob Williams, Greg Kehoe, Anne
Mitchell, Mark Watson, and a special thanks to James
Botsford for promoting the club and the Instructional to all the
overflow from his WMSCL group. The Club was buzzing with
energy!
This year we were honoured to have a special guest visit us during the Sunday Open house session;
Dory Yeats, Gold medalist in wrestling from the Pan-Am Games this summer. Dory went to school with
Adam Freilich & Alex Hall and Adam took some time off to show Dory the basics of curling! Thanks to
Greg Kehoe for arranging the visit. For more info on Dory check out this article:
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2015/07/dori-yates-wins-pan-am-gold/
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Opening Dinner
Here is a report from Shelley Walsh:
Thank you to all that attended the opening dinner. It was a fall
inspired night with Sunflowers and Pumpkins. We tried a new
chef this year and Jacques Gilmore did not disappoint. Our
flowers were donated by Westminister Florist and they were
beautiful. Go see Alex for your flowers.
Marg Ford received a nice surprise during
the meal. It was a note from Porky Pig
thanking her for ordering the salmon and
not the pork.
We had two awards for best hat…
Heather Boyle
Nicest Ladies Hat (with lights!)
Dave Dubeau
Best Men's Hat in the fruit & veg category
We also had our draw for a free 2015-16
membership. Congratulations to our
winner Craig Brander !!!
I want to thank Bonnie Soutar and Mark Romer for helping
me with this event. It was highly appreciated.
Practice safe eating - always use condiments.
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Day Ladies
Here is a report from Rosemary Cochrane:
Lots of ooh’s and aah’s emanating these days from our members as
they make their way through the newly refurbished Club! Kudos and
appreciation go to all who worked hard this summer supervising and
carrying out the myriad tasks, large and small. The Club looks
maaaaarvelous.
Once again our season had a bittersweet start with the departure of
two long-time members, coupled with the arrival of several new
ladies eager to try our venerable game. DL Instructor Sandra Jones
expects to have these “greens” ready to fill in at our games early in
the New Year. Meanwhile, may we urge more seasoned lady curlers
from the Club available during the day to consider joining or sparing
for the Day Ladies. Our numbers are falling; we need your help.
You may get in touch with me (Rosemary Cochrane) or our
Assistant Match (Mary Sutherland).

WINNER
MWCC 2015-16
MEMBERSHIP
Congratulations to
Craig Brander!

Bonnie Allen and Hille Viires hosted a very inventive Opening Fun
Day of Curling on October 8. Tuesday and Thursday curling is beginning with mini round-robins. The
Monday Ladder is well underway.
Many thanks to all who supported our first Luncheon Bridge of the season, hosted by Vice-President
Dale Wong and members of the DL Executive. Mark your calendars now for our next Luncheon
Bridge on Wednesday, November 14, starting at 12:30.
A husband and wife wake up one morning.
The husband leans over to kiss his wife on the cheek,
but she says, “Don’t touch me. I’m dead.”
“What on earth are you talking about?” says the
husband. “We’re both lying here talking.”
The wife replies, “I know but I am definitely dead.”
“You can’t be dead,” replies the husband.
“What in the world makes you think you are dead?”
His wife replies, “I must be dead. I woke up this
morning and nothing hurts.”

Calling all surfers!
There has been increased activity on Facebook and Twitter
this month. Thanks to Trevor for staying up late to feed the
Social Media streams…Check it out!
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LCA (Ladies Curling Association)
Here's a report from Angela Geoffredo:
It was brought to our attention last year by several people in the Club
that many of our current members may not know about the Ladies
Curling Association (LCA) and what benefits it offers. It was
suggested that information about LCA appear regularly in the ROAR.
Not to be confused with Curling Quebec, which serves members in the
entire province and is divided into Regions (ex. Quebec City, Montreal, Lac St Jean), LCA functions
solely within two Districts, one in western Quebec (District 1) and the other in eastern Ontario (District
2) and each District is subdivided. More on this set-up in the next ROAR, or check out the organigram
for District 1 posted on the LCA bulletin board in the Ladies Locker Room.
All ladies in day or evening leagues who are curling members of MWCC are automatically
members of the Ladies Curling Association and may participate in LCA events. LCA organizes and
encourages ladies’ participation in inter-club curling. It holds a variety of competitions during the
curling season, friendly in nature, with minimal competition entry fees (approx. $60 per team). Many
are daytime competitions, some on weekdays, others on weekends, possibly including evening draws.
Each competition has certain entry restrictions, allowing ladies of differing age, curling experience, and
skill level to participate on a par with the other curlers (ex. Tobin/Earle restricted to 5 years’ curling
experience and under).
Each district has their own LCA club representatives. Angela Geoffredo serves as the LCA Rep at
Montreal West Curling Club, keeping us up to date on all LCA activity. Green sheets for upcoming
competitions are posted regularly on the LCA bulletin board indicating the date, time, place and entry
parameters. Ladies sign up to participate through the LCA Rep. They may form their own team or ask
Angela to place them on a team with other interested curlers.
LCA also runs Challenges in a ladder format throughout the year. More on Challenges in the next issue
of the ROAR. For further information – contact Angela 450-691-6934; a.geoffredo1@sympatico.ca
and LCA on Facebook
UPCOMING LCA COMPETITIONS
Debutantes - Five years’ experience or less. Sunday, Nov. 29. Entry deadline: Nov. 13.
Tobin/Earle - Five years’ experience or less. Tues-Thurs, Dec. 1-3. Entry deadline: Nov. 10.
Junior & Bantam Competitions – Junior (age 17-19); Bantam (age 12-16)
Open to Districts 1& 2 Date of play: Sunday, Dec. 13, in Ottawa. Entry deadline: Nov. 20
CHECK GREEN SHEETS ON LCA AND JUNIORS BULLETIN BOARDS FOR DETAILS
How was your first day as a substitute school teacher?
Imagine feeling completely powerless.,.like a marble statue..
Gosh…that sounds pretty bad.
Now, imagine the biggest flock of pigeons you ever saw.
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Scottish Women's Curling Tour
On Sunday, November 8th, history will be made at the Montreal West Curling Club when 16 Scottish
curlers play against 17 Montreal West curlers in the 2015 Scottish Women’s Curling Tour to Central
Canada.
2015 is the 60th anniversary of the tour and the tour will only return to “central” Canada 30 years from
now….and where will you be then!!!
The teams from our club were selected on their placement in four of the leagues of the curling club –
Day Ladies, Past Presidents, Grafton-Hunt and the
Evening House League.
Representing Montreal West and playing for Canada
will be:
Day Ladies: Sandra Jones, Karen Hall-Moon,
Margaret Ford and Wendy Yarnell
Past Presidents: Debby Ship, Anne Mitchell,
Marnie Linder and Susan Leger-Hussey
Grafton-Hunt: Erin Ryan, Marianne Lynch, Kerry
Laughlin, Kelly Ryan and Heather Boyle
Evening House League: Sophie Bélanger,
Génèvieve Lémieux, Anne-Marie Bélanger and
Suzel Julien.
This tour will see the Scottish ladies visit 24 curling
clubs in Canada over a period of 23 days.
Come along on Sunday, November 8th at
3:00 p.m. for the official opening of the tour
and be part of this historic curling adventure.
Lots of condos are being built these days.
At school, the teacher asked her student,
“What happened in 1492?"
"”How would I know. I live on the 12th floor."
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Match
Here is a report from Match Chairman Stewart
Yaxley:

President's Funspiel
This year’s Bonspiel was held on October 7 and
8 and featured a full roster of 32 players.
I am pleased to announce that this funspiel was
won by:
Laura Kobayashi
Don McKenzie
Trevor Murray
Francine Pilon
They bested the rink of:
Rick Hughes
Angela Marzsalek
Brian Williams
Debbie Ship
The overall winner of the tournament was Ben-Gay.
Special thanks to all involved.... Shelley (as always) for the
snacks after games, and the President himself (Mark Romer)
for various advice and last minute assistance.

Ladder
The ladder has gotten under way with a
new format of short round-robin draws.
The results of Draw 1 are presented in
the Tables on the following page. These
can also be found on the Website at:

Ladder - Draws & Scores

Here’s a way to punish your
children. Take them away from
their grandparents.
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Skip
A1

Adam Freilich

A2

Scott Grafton

A3

Steve Holdaway

A4

Debby Ship

B1

Marc Philion

B2

Zack Wise

B3

Pierre Cadorette

B4

Mark Watson

C1

Phil Fajertag

C2

Karolyn Brault

C3

Jeff Cohen

C4

Trevor Murray

D1

Dave Ryan

D2

Gloria Toteda

D3

Maxime Betournay

D4

Peter Graham

D5

Russ Haliburton

Skip
A1

Debby Ship

A2

Phil Fagertag

A3

Rob Philion

A4

Scott Grafton

B1

Dave Dubeau

B2

Erin Ryan

B3

Howie Myers

B4

Mark Watson

B5

Zack Wise

C1

Mark Romer

C2

Maxime Betournay

C3

Peter Graham

C4

Russ Haliburton

C5

Trevor Murray

Final
Points

Finishes
Round

Next
Round

7
7
6
4
5
8
6
5
9
3
7
7
5
5
6
6
8

A1

A1

A2

A2

A3

A3

A4
B3

B1
B3

B1
B2

A4
B2

B4
C1

C1
B4

C4

D2

C2
C3

C2
D1

Tied in points/record: Ladder rank
Tied in points/record, Ladder rank

D4
D5

D4
D5

Ladder Ranking
Ladder Ranking

D2
D3

C4
D3

Max beat Peter
Peter lost to Max

D1

C3

Comments

Adam beat Scott
Scott lost to Adam

Marc P. beat Mark W.

Mark W. lost to Marc P.

Final
Points

Finishes
Round

Next
Round

7
9
5
3
9
7
5
7
7
3
3
4
8
5

A2
A1
A3
A4

A2
A1
A3
B1
A4
B2
C2
B3
C1
C4
C5
C3
B4
B5

B1
B2

B5
B3
B4
C4
C5
C3
C1
C2
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Comments

Scott moves down
Dave moves up
3-way tie - Ladder
Howie moves down
3-way tie - Ladder
3-way tie - Ladder
Ladder rank
Ladder Rank
Russ moves up
Trevor moves up
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Wilkinson/TGIF
Here's a report from Jim Doyle:
We have just completed week 3 of the first round of the Wilkinson and the competition is much more
balanced this year. I am still looking for one male second to complete the roster.
The TGIF league is in need of 3-4 players to play full time or spare. Join the Friday Fun!
Wilkinson : Jim Doyle
jdoyle@enviromark.ca
TGIF :
Randy Fraser
rfraser28@gmail.com

514 481-1128
514-903-4735

Instructional
Here's an update from Jim Doyle:
We had 22 instructional candidates out last week and
everyone is progressing very quickly. We have started
playing practice ends and hope to have several people
ready to spare in other leagues in November.

Mixed Day Curling
Interclub
Chip Mowat tells me that the year has started out well.
Our club played 3 games at Baie d'Urfe winning 2 and
losing 1. (That’s over 500 and a great start to the year!
Winners were:
Haliburton

Claude Labrecque
Mike Homonko

Joe Balogh
Russ

Doug Allan
Jacques Lacroix

Bob Carson
Dave Dubeau

My wife packed my bags and said “GET OUT!!!".
As I walked out the front door, she screamed, "”I wish you a slow and painful death, you bastard!"
“Oh," I replied, “So now you want me to stay!"
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Junior Curling
Here a report from Trish Dempsey:
With only two weeks into the season, the Junior program is off to a great start. Fifteen Little Rockers
and fourteen Big Rockers are registered, and that number is sure to grow over the coming weeks.
A brave handful of Junior boys – Chris Byrne, Tyler Watson, Simon Marcotte and Tyler Rowley
(coached by Trish Dempsey) – took to the ice on Thanksgiving weekend and played in the St-Lambert
Curl-In. Despite no practices this season and not having played together since the spring, the boys played
very well and all of their games could have gone either way. They played the right strategies and worked
well as a team, but lack of practice played a toll on their shot execution. Better luck at the next spiel.
In other news, we are looking for club members to volunteer their time with the Juniors. If you are
available for even just ONE Saturday this season to come out and assist with our club’s future generation
of adult curlers, then: we want YOU! No previous coaching experience necessary – if you have a passion
for the sport and work well with kids why not try it out? The Junior program even has coaching subsidies
available for individuals who are interested in becoming fully-certified club coaches.
Both the Little Rocks and Big Rocks programs are already planned for the
season, but we are seeking volunteers to come out and lend a hand whenever
they can. For more information, here is a brief description of each group:
Little Rocks: 9:30 a.m. To 10:30 a.m. (ages 8-11)




The Little Rocks program focuses on ice safety and etiquette, basic
delivery and sweeping. Every practice ends with highly-anticipated hog-line games.
Feel free to drop in on a Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m. to lend a hand, or email Mark if you
are interested in helping out more regularly.
Thank you Martin Jacobs and Dominique Jean for volunteering your time and helping us
kick off the season.

Big Rocks: 10:30 a.m.to 1:00 p.m. (ages 12-21)





Each Big Rocks practice is designed around a specific theme (i.e. weight control, calling line,
a certain type of shot, teamwork, etc.), where participants undergo a series of drills and
activities before testing out their skills/strategies in a modified game situation.
If you are interested in helping with this group, please email Trish with the date(s) you’re
available for, or the theme(s) you are interested in assisting with.
Thank you Daniel Philion and Marianne Lynch for volunteering your time and helping out
with the first practices.

Coming up in November:

Nov 21: no Juniors
Nov 28: Myke Wilder In-House League (game 2)
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If you know of any youth that may be interested, please extend our invitation for them to come and give
curling a try (Saturdays 9:30 a.m.). Our experienced coaches will ensure their first time on the ice is a
great one.
For more information, feel free to contact any member of the Junior Committee…
Program Coordinator: Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca)
Big Rocks & in-house league: Trish Dempsey (514-489-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com)
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca)
Member-at-Large: Jim Cochrane (514-389-6546 or jim.ccr@sympatico.ca)

A little boy in kindergarten raised his hand because he had to go to the washroom. Given
permission to go he left but returned a few minutes later saying, “I couldn't find it."
The teacher found an older boy in the hall and asked him to lead the youngster to the proper
room. He did so.
The kindergarten boy returned a little later, relieved and said, “We finally found it. I had my
pants on backwards."

Grand Dame and Grand Match
The annual Grande Dame & Grand Match competition is
scheduled for Saturday November 21st. Last year our club
placed second in rank in both the Men’s and Women’s group
so we are hoping to make it to GOLD this year! There are
several ways to get involved:
 Sign up as a team of 4 ;
 Sign up as a single and be placed on a team;
 Come and help out with the event (ice
maintenance / snacks
for players over the 2 draws 9am/1pm)
Sign up in the lounge or send an e-mail to
Stewart at stewart@yaxley.ca

Deadline to sign up is November 9th

A small-town policeman stopped a speeding car and asked for the name of the driver. The driver
said “My name is Ladislav Zybkcicraznovskaya."
The policeman said, “Well, don’t let me catch you speeding again."

13

MWCC ROAR November 2015

Canfir
Canfir is a mixed social curling league of various ages and skill levels. We play
Sunday mornings from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, followed by a light lunch. If you are
interested in sparing for Canfir, please send an email to canfircurling@gmail.com
or call Nancy Duplessis (Canfir President) at 514-962-0052

STANDINGS AS OF SUNDAY OCTOBER 25
Teams

Games Won

Games Lost

Games Tied

Total Points

Luc Arseneau

3

0

0

9

Danny Boyd

2

1

0

7

Pierre Cadorette

2

1

0

7

Rob Williams

1

1

1

6

Sophie Belanger

1

1

1

6

Bob LeMesurier

1

2

0

5

Howie Myers

0

2

1

4

Jeffrey Cohen

0

2

1

4

We’d like to take the opportunity to congratulate the following players who took home an individual
trophy at Canfir’s closing banquet that was held last spring.
From left to right:
Best Sweeper: Glenna Jacobs
Most Valuable Player: Pierre Cadorette
Rookie of the Year: Steve Hollingworth
Most Improved: Marc David

Please take a moment to check out Canfir’s Facebook Page for the latest buzz about our
league and the curling world. While you’re there, don’t forget to “Like” our page.
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WMSCL
Position
by
points

Team

Games
won

Games
tied

Games
loss

Games
forfeit

Total
Points

1

Tony Addona

2

0

0

0

6

2

Alan Bousquet

1

1

0

0

5

2

Micheal McKeown

1

1

0

0

5

3

Gary Palamar

1

0

1

0

4

3

David Hatch

1

0

1

0

4

3

James Botsford

0

2

0

0

4

4

Anthony Altobello

0

0

2

0

2

4

Rick Hughes

0

0

2

0

2

N.B
25-Oct-15
Games up to and including
Position by points does not take into consideration head to head games

What’s Happening over the Next Few Weeks?
November
4
8
11
14
21
28

-

Super Seniors' Bonspiel
The Scots are here
Executive Luncheon and Bridge
Day Ladies' Luncheon Bridge
Grand Dame and Grand Match
LCA Debutantes competition

Taxiing down the runway, the big jet suddenly stopped, turned
around and stopped at the gate. After an hour long wait, it
finally took off.
A concerned passenger finally asked the flight attendant,
“What was the problem?”
“The pilot was bothered by a noise he heard in the engine and it
took us awhile to find another pilot.”
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To raise or not to raise?
That is the question.
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The MWCC Communications Project

BLAST from the PAST!
Now that all the members
have returned to the club
and have had a chance to see
the many improvements
which were carried out, it
would be an opportune time
to remind ourselves how we
came to have such a large,
comfortable and spacious
building. The year was 1964
and our club was reduced to
ashes by a fire. Much of the
contents were destroyed, but
some souvenirs remain Check out the coffee table
for the sheet C couches and
you will see a collection of
pins that were recovered and
preserved under glass.
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