November 2016

Editor: Jim Matchett
November! I don't know about you but I always find
November to be a rather dreary month. Just about all
the colourful October leaves have gone and we are left
with empty trees looking as if they wished they were
somewhere warmer. Well, unlike the trees, we have a
warmer place to go and that is our curling club. So let's
enjoy ourselves...our curling (well most of the time) but
most of all the fun times we have together.

What Has Been Happening Around Here?
It was sad to hear of the passing of Moe Quenneville a few weeks ago. Moe
was a very good curler and he was very active in our club serving on the Board in
various capacities including that of president. Our condolences to his brother Art
and the rest of Moe's family.
We are also sad to report the passing this summer of former Day Ladies Thelma
Millard and Louise Warden , as well as Kenneth Delamater and well known
CBC sportscaster Bob McDevitt (pictured at right).
It was nice to see June Gray in the club on October 20th helping with some of the
preparatory work connected with the Professional Duffers Golfers night. It was
her birthday! I think it was her 60th birthday. Don't hold me to that. I could be off a
few years but I know the last digit was a zero.
A man goes into a hardware store and asks for some nails.
“How long do you want them?" asks the assistant.
“To tell the truth," says the man, “I was hoping to keep them."

KUDOS

Kudos to Adam Freilich and Team Israel who captured the
trophy in the Open category at the Challenge de Curling de
Gatineau on Oct 23rd. Team Israel is heading to the European
Curling Championships in Scotland
November 19-26.
KUDOS
…And to our very own Chantal
Cormier has joined Curling Québec as
the new Management and Financing
Coordinator. She will be working with
all affiliated clubs in finding solutions to
organizational challenges and promotion
of the sport. Congratulations to Chantal!

Here's a message from our President Mark Romer:
Welcome back members! I hope everyone has enjoyed their summer
holiday and is ready to slide and sweep into the new curling season.
As you will read in the coming sections, a great deal of effort was
once again made to maintain and improve our club. Thanks to the
many volunteers who dedicated their time and energies to these
efforts. Volunteers are also needed throughout the season to perform
myriad tasks during league play, bonspiels and entertainment events.
Please sign up and contribute a small bit of your time and
expertise toward making this year a success at the MWCC.

I would also like to remind
members that all alcohol found
within the club premises must be
purchased from our bar and bear
the SAQ ID label.
A violation of this bylaw would
result in the loss of our alcohol
permit …and this would have a
severe impact on the happiness
of our members (not to mention
the treasury). Please do your part
to keep our club liquid and keep
all outside alcohol off the
premises.
And on a final note… isn’t
our new ice surface looking
GREAT once again this
year? Thanks to our
dedicated ice men Karl and
Mirko!
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Ice
Here's a report from our Ice Chairman, Greg Kehoe
The volunteer army were busy again this past summer. This year
we removed two massive exhaust fans on the roof of the shed that
were no longer in use but causing water droplets on the ice when
the humidity outside was high. This project took six of us to drop
them from the roof....they were barely on the ground when one of
the local metal scavengers took them away.
We had the paint brush and roller busy again....painting the men's
change room and the entrance to the club. John Ford can now
sleep easy because the back door to the parking lot has been
repaired and painted...but PINK....really? Special thank you to
Jack Ford, Eddie Jones, Joe Balough, Jean-Marie Martin, Zack
Wise and Al Kmec for giving up their time and contributing their
talents to the club.

Karl and Mirko did another fantastic job
preparing the ice for another season....I'm
getting comments this year that the ice is
brighter than ever. Mirko and his wife had
their first child this summer....so he had to
help out with the baby, then work long
hours to get the ice ready.
A yearly reminder that although our ice
technicians do a great job preparing our ice
we can all do our part to ensure the ice stays
in great shape during our games.

•
•
•

Don't stay on your knees or your
fingertips admiring your shot.
Clean your brooms regularly.
Check your shoes....ensure they are
in good condition.....long hair
should be tied....this was a real
problem last year just not for the
Junior Provincials.
Have a great year curling....
Good Luck

3

Building and Grounds
Here's a report from Jim Doyle
This summer there was a beehive of
activity at the club without a significant
related expense.
As Greg Kehoe mentioned in his report,
work was done on the roof and painting
was done in the club. We also replaced
smoke alarms in the garage with waterproof ones to stop the annual false alarms. As usual the carpets in
the lounge and locker rooms were washed. We are still looking for suitable lighting for the Hall.

A woman well into her 80's begged her doctor for birth-control pills so she could sleep
better. The doctor refused her request but she kept pleading with him. Finally, he gave in.
A month later the woman asks for more pills. The doctor said, “Do they really help you sleep
better? There is not one word in the literature about the sedative effect of this pill. How does it
work for you?"
The old woman said, “In the morning I put one of these in my granddaughter's juice. I sleep like
a log."

Match
Here's a report from Match Chairman, Jeff Cohen:
President's Bonspiel
This competition opened the season in early
October. The winners are listed at the right but the
real winner was Ben Guay.
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Ladder - Vice Presidents and Grafton-Hunt
It's a little early for any meaningful results so
far although the Matchett team in the Vice
Presidents on Tuesdays does look extremely
strong. (OK maybe that isn't exactly what Jeff
said but I'm sure he meant to.)
The Grafton-Hunt Thursday Ladder is off and
running and again it's very early to post
scores. We have 6 teams in the A section and
7 teams in the B section.

If anybody is interested in sparing for any of the
ladder leagues, please email me at
jeffcomputers@gmail.com or call 514-794-0123
The Grand Match
This annual one day bonspiel is scheduled for
November 19th. We need 8 men’s teams and 4
women’s teams in order to qualify for the trophy.
Two years ago our club ranked second in both
categories. Let’s try for Gold this year! Teams and
individuals who wish to play can sign up at the
board in the lounge at the top of the stairs.

Adam may have
had his troubles
but at least he
didn’t have to
listen to Eve talk
about the man she
could have
married.
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Montreal West Golf Tournament
This was a great day organized by Suzel Julien.
is her report:

Here

The annual golf tournament held on October 1st at the
Caughnawaga Golf Club was attended by 50 golfers.
Under a sunny autumn sky, the ‘scrambles’ pure social
and fun format was well enjoyed by all.
Congratulations to the winning team Mike Lio, Greg
Smith and Brian McManis.
Closest to the pin winners were Ray Dubrule and
Carlos da Rosa.
Longest drive winner for women was Cindy Houston
and for the men Don Barker.
The BBQ dinner that followed was excellent. Steaks
and salmon were grilled to perfection by Past President,
Rob Williams and Marc David assisted by Chris
Morrin, Bill Lynam and Liam Morrin. A buffet table
with an abundance of corn on the cob, baked potatoes
and salads followed by dessert and coffee ensured that
no one left hungry.
Many thanks to all who helped me and my team, Anne
Marie and Sophie Bélanger, make this first social
event a success.
For copies of the photos see
our BLOG on on the
MWCC website!
Cette année, 50 golfeurs ont
participé au tournoi de golf
annuel au club de golf de
Caughnawaga. Le tournoi s’est déroulé dans une
ambiance amicale sous un beau ciel automnal.
Félicitations à l’équipe gagnante Mike Lio, Greg Smith
and Brian McManis. Le concours “closest to the pin” a
été remporté par Ray Dubrule and Carlos da Rosa.
Le “longest drive” chez les femmes a été remporté par
Cindy Houston et chez les hommes par Don Barker.
Félicitations à tous.
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Le BBQ qui a suivi le tournoi de golf a été une réussite. Les steaks et les darnes de saumon ont été cuits
à la perfection par notre ancien président Rob Williams et par Marc David avec l’aide de Chris
Morrin, Bill Lynam et Liam Morrin. Un buffet copieux d’épis de mais, de pommes de terre au four,
de salades diverses, de délicieux gâteaux, thé et café ont complété le BBQ. Personne n’est resté sur sa
faim!!!!
Un gros merci à tous les membres bénévoles qui ont permis à moi et à mon équipe, Anne Marie et
Sophie Bélanger, de faire de ce premier évènement un succès.

Church blooper >> Please place your donation in the envelope along
with the deceased person you want remembered
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Day Ladies
Submitted by Mary Sutherland:
The Day Ladies are back on the ice. Our competitions have all started with the Queen Bee Ladder on
Mondays, The Crystal, a six week competition on Tuesdays, and The Maple Leaf for five weeks on
Thursdays.
We were extremely happy to have MB Jeong playing with us for a couple of games before heading back
to Seoul and grandmother duties. We miss you MB and can't wait for your return next year. We are glad
to have Aline Patterson back curling at Montreal West as well as new members Maggie MacLaren
from Edmonton, Victoria Gomez an enthusiastic new curler and Kathryn Smith mother of the Philion
boys playing on teams.
Sandra Jones is very busy teaching. She has six of new curlers out on the ice. We hope they are soon
ready to slide into our competitions. She also held a clinic for the Day Ladies wanting a refresher before
serious curling began.
The October Fun Day was organized by Hille Viires and Bonnie Allen. It was well attended and
everyone had fun, although it was a hard game for all those accurate shooting Days Ladies, as rocks in
the four foot were minus one point.
We would certainly welcome any ladies who would like to curl or spare with us.
We do enjoy ourselves.
There has already been one Luncheon Bridge which was hosted by Joslyn Schultz. The next bridge is
Wednesday November 9th at 12:30 p.m. Please sign up in the locker room or contact Sandra Jones
(the party sandwiches are delicious! ).
Doctor to his lady patient: “You look terribly weak and exhausted!
Are you having your meals three times a day as I have advised?"
The lady replied: “Doctor, I thought you said three males a day."

Mixed Day Curling
Here is a report from Bob Lemesurier:
Dodd Gray Competition:
There is not much to report only that our season got off to a
great start. For the 1st time in many years we started off
the season with 11 teams. We had a few new players and
some members moving up from the Wilkinson and Ladder
leagues.
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Interclub
It started this year in Baie D'Urfe: not a bad start too. We had one win and one tie. James Botsford's
team earned the tie and Mike Homonko's came away with the win.
Pro-Duffers Golf Group

Some years ago, our Day Curlers decided to start a weekly golfing group that would begin when curling
ended in April and continue until curling began again in October. Jacques Lacroix appointed himself
Commissioner. Nobody dared contest this appointment.
This group now consists of 100 curlers and friends of our curlers. These golfers...let me rephrase
that....these hackers....tear up the golf courses at Dorval and on courses on the South Shore each week.
I asked Kevin McKeaney, who replaced Jacques, the Commish, to write a report for this ROAR. Here it
is:
On Thursday, October 20, we held our Closing Dinner for the 2016 season at the Montreal West Curling
Club. There were approximately 86 people in attendance. We expected more people but the traffic
problems that afternoon discouraged many from attending. Those that did attend had a really good time.
We had a good season weather-wise. In mid-April we had our only cancellation of the year. We
averaged over 85 golfers per outing from June to October. After each game there was good fellowship
and a bit of kibitzing about various shots and scores that day.
Our Closing Dinner started with a cocktail party in the lounge and then moved up to the dining room for
dinner which featured Tony's "hanging hip" meal with all the trimmings. The schedule for the evening
was pretty traditional for this group highlighting individual awards, gifts for all participants and the notto-be-missed Half & Half raffle hosted by Jacques "you're gone" Lacroix.
Individual Awards were presented to the following:
Gerry Sabourin

Golfer of the Year
George Graham. Most Consistent Golfer
Michel Spinelli. Most Improved Golfer
Donald Barker. Rookie of the Year
(Not dad Gary)
Ron David.
Gentleman Golfer of the Year
Gerry Sims.
Most Fun-Loving Golfer
The big winner in the Half & Half raffle was
Malcolm Turner ($200). The other winners were
Robert Provost ($175) Emile Packwood and
Charlie Poxon ($50) and Art Quenneville ($25).
I was very fortunate to have a hard-working
committee that did yeoman service again this year.
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I would like to thank Jacques Lacroix, Mike Homonko and George Tyson for their help and support.
A word of thanks to Gary Barker who did an excellent job coordinating a special competition for the
group.
Kevin McKeaney
I am sure I speak for everyone when I extend our thanks to you, Kevin, for organizing everything so
well to provide us with so much fun week after week.

Mike was teeing off from the back tees. On his down-swing, he suddenly realized that his wife,
Sue, was about to tee off from the red tees, directly in his path. Unable to stop his down swing he
nailed the ball, hit Sue directly in the right temple, killing her instantly.
A few days later Mike received a call from the coroner concerning her autopsy. “Mike, your wife
seems to have died from blunt force trauma to the head. You said you hit a golf ball and struck
her in the temple… Is that correct?”
“Yes sir,” Mike replied, “that's correct.”
“Well, Mike, I also found a large bruise on Sue's right hip. Do you know anything about that?”
“Yes sir,” Mike said,… “that would be my mulligan.”

The Wilkinson
Here is a report from Jim Doyle:
There are 7 teams in the Wilkinson. We are trying to fill out our group so, if anyone is interested in
playing Friday night, please contact me.
So far the BYE weeks have fit the needs of various teams, whose members have been traveling, and
Dave Dubeau has been renting the free sheets.
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TGIF Competition
Here's a report from Randy Fraser:
The season is off and running with 4 teams vying
for early supremacy once again.
Returning skips Paula P., Robert A. and Norm S.
have been joined by Anthony A. But there are a
plethora of skip wannabe candidates who are there
to help them.
We are looking forward to welcoming early
graduates from the Instructional group so that we
can field more teams, but we would also love to hear from any members who might like to join us as
either regulars or spares. Give me a call or text at 514-706-1148, or email me at rfraser28@gmail.com

Wednesday Evening EHL
Here is a report from Bonnie Soutar:
Our season began with 11 teams, same as last year. We are happy to have talented new members join to
replace those out with injuries (not curling ones it seems) or who joined other leagues. Our fearless
Match team of Angie Marszalek and Mike Simpson are working to fill in gaps with spares that keep the
teams reasonable balanced. Our weekly half and half, and tasty post-game snacks, combined with a
really friendly bunch of friends who enjoy a bit of competition out on the ice, make for a great mid-week
activity for all concerned. Best of luck to everyone this season – enjoy!
A Jewish boy comes home from school and tells his mother he has a part in the play.
She asks, “What part is it?" The boy says, "”I play the part of the Jewish husband."
The mother scowls and says, “Go back and tell the teacher you want a speaking part."

Carpet Bowling
Here's a report from Kathy Hardiman:
The new season got off to a good start on October 11th for our members who enjoy playing on a
Tuesday.
However, we are looking for new members especially to come out and play on Thursdays. If anyone
knows of someone who might be interested, please call: Patricia MacWilliam at 514-369-0243. We
play Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Montreal West Curling Club.
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KUDOS
Junior Curling
Here's a report from Trish
Dempsey:
With only two weeks into the
season, the Junior program is
off to a great start!
Approximately 30 Big Rock
(BR) and Little Rock (LR)
curlers have registered, and
that number is sure to grow
over the coming weeks. Keep
an eye out for our Juniors in
club events… including a boys’
team in the Thursday ladder
and several Juniors on teams in
the Wilkinson! Each month of
the season, at least one BR and
LR team will play a friendly Interclub match against other local Junior programs. Our first games will be
at Glenmore at the end of November – stay tuned for results in the next ROAR!
On a more competitive note, Dominique Jean is back on the ice with her silver-medal provincial team
from last season. Other members of her team include Claudie Tremblay, Julie
Fortin and Laura Girard-Cote (coached by Pascale Dumais). Together, the girls
represent MWCC, Kénogami and Quebec City. Team Jean played in their first
provincial qualifying tournament during Thanksgiving weekend in Laval-sur-lelac. They were in first place after the round robin and then lost in the playoffs. On
Oct 21-23 in Quebec City, the girls lost in the Final earning the Silver medal but
not the much coveted bye to the Provincial finals!
CLOTHING SALE! If you are interested in purchasing a MWCC hoodie or longsleeved shirt, please contact Jim. We have some overstock from our Junior
fundraiser last season, and are looking to sell the leftover baseball caps (adult and
child sizes), hoodies (children’s small) and long-sleeved shirts (children’s small).
We are also trying to gauge interest within the club before making a new clothing
order. If you might be interested in purchasing either a hoodie or long-sleeved
shirt, please contact Jim. A minimum of 25 hoodies/shirts are required to place the
order, see details below:
-

Black long-sleeved t-shirt: $22 (“Montreal West Curling Club” on front, MWCC crest on back)
Forest green hoodie: $35 (“Montreal West Curling Club” on front, MWCC crest on back)
Black baseball cap: $25 (“Montreal West Curling Club” on front, “Junior Program” on back)
Combo pack: one of each item for $75
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In other news, we are looking for club members to volunteer their time
with the Juniors! If you are available for even just ONE Saturday this
season to come out and assist with our club’s future generation of adult
curlers, then: we want YOU! No previous coaching experience necessary –
if you have a passion for the sport and work well with kids why not try it
out? The Junior program even has coaching subsidies available for
individuals who are interested in becoming fully-certified club coaches!
Both the LR and BR programs are already planned for the season, but we
are seeking volunteers to come out and lend a hand whenever they can.
For more information, here is a brief description of each group:
-

Little Rocks (LR): 9h30am to 10h30am (ages 8-11)
o The Little Rocks program focuses on ice safety and etiquette, basic delivery and
sweeping. Every practice ends with highly-anticipated hog-line games!
o Feel free to drop in on a Saturday morning at 9h30am to lend a hand, or email Mark.

-

Big Rocks (BR): 10h30am to 1pm (ages 12-21)
o Each Big Rocks practice is designed around a specific theme (i.e. weight control, calling
line, a certain type of shot, teamwork, etc.), where participants undergo a series of drills
and activities before testing out their skills/strategies in a modified game situation.
o If you are interested in helping with this group, please email Trish.

Coming up in November:
-

Nov 12: first Interclub game at MWCC (& regular Juniors)
Nov 19: no Juniors
Nov 26: Glenmore bonspiel (& regular Juniors)

If you know of any youth that may be interested, please extend our invitation for them to come and give
curling a try (Saturdays 9h30-10h30). Our experienced coaches will ensure their first time on the ice is
a great one!
For more information, feel free to contact any member of the Junior Committee and check out our Junior
Page on the MWCC Website
•
•
•
•

Program Coordinator: Janet Walpole (514-246-8099 or janet.walpole@sympatico.ca)
Big Rocks & in-house league: Trish Dempsey (438-822-0152 or trish.dempsey@hotmail.com)
Little Rocks: Mark Watson (514-488-5943 or A050@sympatico.ca)
Member-at-Large: Jim Cochrane (514-389-6546 or jim.ccr@sympatico.ca)
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WMSCL
Here is a report from Anthony Altobello:
RANK

Team

Games
won

Games
tied

Games
loss

Games
forfeit

Total
Points

1

Mark Dozois

3

0

0

0

9

2
3
4
5

James Botsford
Rick Hughes
Kathy Hebert
Michael Mckeown

2
2
1
1

1
0
1
1

0
1
1
1

0
0
0
0

8
7
6
6

6
7
8

Tony Addona
Anthony Altobello
Angela Marszalek

1
0
0

0
1
0

2
2
2

0
0
1

5
4
2

The problem with the designated driver program, it's not a desirable job,
but if you ever get sucked into doing it, have fun with it. At the end of the
night, drop them off at the wrong house."

Canfir
Canfir is a mixed social curling league of various ages and skill levels. We play Sunday mornings from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm, followed by a light lunch. If you are interested in sparing for Canfir, please send
an email to canfircurling@gmail.com or call Nancy Duplessis (Canfir President) at 514-962-0052
Canfir kicked off its season with a FUN DAY on October 2nd and regular league play started on October
16th. We were pleased to welcome back almost all of our previous season curlers. We like to think this
reflects member satisfaction with the competitive, yet friendly, nature of the league.
Canfir will field eight teams this year. Barring any unexpected circumstances, these teams will remain
together throughout the entire 2016/17 session. Two games have been played to date with many close
scores indicating that it will likely be a very competitive season.
We are pleased to welcome four new members to our group including:
1. Claude Tellier (former member)
2. Jocelyne Poirier
3. Karen Dryden
4. Maurice Krystal
We look forward to another fun-filled year of good curling and comraderie.
Please take a moment to check out Canfir’s Facebook Page for the latest buzz about our league
and the curling world. While you’re there, don’t forget to “Like” our page.
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What’s Happening Over the Next Few Weeks?
November 2
9
12
19
26

-

Super Senior Bonspiel
Luncheon Bridge
Juniors 1st Interclub Game at MWCC
Grand Match – Grande Dame
Juniors Glenmore Bonspiel

A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood. Trying to make the
matter clearer, she said, 'Now, class, if I stood on my head, the blood, as you know,
would run into it, and I would turn red in the face.'
'Yes,' the class said.
'Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary position the blood
doesn't run into my feet?'
A little fellow shouted, 'Cause your feet ain't empty.'

Three boys were bragging about their fathers.
The first one said, “My father runs so fast he can fire an arrow, start running, and get there
before the arrow!"
The second one said, “That's nothing! My father can shoot a gun, start running, and get there
before the bullet!"
The third boy just smiled. “That's nothing. My father is a civil servant. He gets off work at 5 and
is home before 4!"
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The MWCC Communications Project

NEWS from the SHED
Banners! Some of you may have noticed the new decorations
gracing our east wall this fall. The hall has acquired 2 old banners
with a third to be added next time we have access to the wall.
1984 Quebec Senior Provincial Champions
This banner (at the right) was awarded to our dear departed MWCC
member, Mickey Laughlin, on the occasion of winning the Senior
Provincials in 1984. Kerry Laughlin recovered the banner from the
Pointe Claire Curling Club last year.

2016 Caledonia Cup Champions
This banner was awarded to Zack Wise,
Marc Philion, Daniel Philion and
Steven Fagan at the annual Royal
Victoria Jubilee Competition. This is, to
our knowledge, the first time our club
has won this trophy! Congratulations!
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Montreal Thistle Curling Club Banner

The Montreal Thistle Curling Club was formed in 1843 and
officially closed its “ice doors” in 1996, however if remains a club
“on paper”. As such, its members pay annual dues and the club, in
turn, pays dues to both the Royal Caledonia Curling Club (a.k.a.
The Branch) and Curling Quebec. Payment of such dues allows its
members to participate in Branch events as well as some Curling
Quebec events.
As a “paper club” we operate out of the Montreal West Curling
Club, holding 3 events per year – 2 fun evenings and the AGM. At
the present time, our membership is close to 90 and we welcome
new members at any time.
In 2005, a Montreal Thistle Curling Club team won the Lady
Gilmour Trophy. This event falls under the umbrella of the
Branch. The finals were played at the Montreal West Curling Club
as is indicated on the banner.
Cathy Hughes
Honourary Life Member,
Montreal Thistle Curling Club
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